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The PRESIDENT took the Cbhair at 3
p.mn, and read prayers.

QUESTION—MINING, EMPLOYMENT
OF YOUTHS.

Hon. J. E. DODD asked the Chief Secre-
tary: Is it the intention of the Government
to amend the Alines Regulation Act to pro-
hibit the employment below ground in any
mine of persons under the age of 19 years,
from eaging or uneaging truecks or skips, or
acting as lander or braceman, a3 has been
recently legislated for in the coal mining
industry?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: Gen-
eral Rule (24) of Section 32 of the Mines
Regulation Act, 1906, already provides that:
“No person under the age of 18 years shall
be employed as lander or braceman on any
mine." This rule has been in foree since
1895, and experience of its working has not
shown any grounds for requiring the age
limit to be raised from 18 to 19 years. The
Hon. Mr. Dodd’s question, however, velates
more particularly to the employment of per-
sons below ground in any mine in caging or
vneaging trucks or skips, and it may be open
to question if such persons would come
within the words “lander or braceman,” the
men undergronnd being generally known as
“platmen.”  Note has been taken of this
point fo have the matter made quite eclear
in the amended Mines Regulation Aet when
neat submitted to Parliament.

[COUNCIL.]

MOTION—-CLOBE OF SESSION.
Sitting Hours.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—~Centrat) [3.8]: T had given notice
of my intention to move that the House
should meet at 11 a.m. commencing to-mor-
row, but in view of the progress made with
the business of the House, 1 eonsider that if
we nreet at 11 a.m, on Thursday it will be
suflicient. I do not wish to ask hon. mem-
hers to atiend at the earlier hour to-morrow,
becanse T realise there is no neeessity for
them to do so. We shall be able to get
through the business before us if we meet at
3 p.m, to-morrcew, and then if necessary we
can ecommence the sitting on Thursday at
il am.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Why not meet at 11
o'clock, and finish to-morvow?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
think the Legislative Assembly will be able
to get through their business to-morrow. I
am confident that we can do so here. In
these c¢irenmstances, I do not desire to bring
hon, members back at the earlier hour unless
there is business io be done. I move—

That the House meet on Thursday, the 16th
instant, at 11 a.m, and thereafter at the

same hour on every sitting day for the re-
mainder of the session.

Question put and passed.

MOTION—RECIPROCAL ENTOROE-
MENT OF MAINTENANCE
ORDERS ACTS.

HON. J. R. BROWN
{310]: T move—

That in the opinion of thiz House it is the
duty of the Government to bring in a Bill
to amend the Reciprocal Enforcement of
Maintenance Orders Act of 1921-1923 at the
earliest possible moment,

(North-East)

I am constrained {o think tegislation should
be enacted to amend the Reciproeal Enforce-
ment of Maintenance Orders Aet. When
that legislation was originally introduced, it
dealt with the position of offenders in this
State and in any port of the British Dom-
inions, Under that legislation an offender
here could be harassed or embarrassed with-
out having any right of appeal against any
judgment entered agninst him in some other
part of the Empire. It would be necessary
for sueh an offender to go to Canada or any
other part of the British Dominions in order
to defend himself whether he was in the
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right legally or in the wrong. In the same
vear the Reciprocal Enforcement of Judg-
ments Act was passed and included in that
measure was a provision that I sought to
have included in the Reciproeal Enforee-
ment of Maintenance QOrders Act by means
of the Bill that I introduced, and which was
discharged from the Notice Paper last week.
Owing to the lateness of the sessiom, that
Bill wonld probably have heen amongst the
slanghtered innocents. After conferring
with certain hon. members, I was advised to
withdraw the Bill and submit the motion I
am now presenting to the House.  Some
people will be interested in the progress of
the Bill and will wonder why it was with-
drawn from the Notice Paper. I understand
that the Government intend fo introduce
a Bill on similar lines next session and
naturally if the Bill emanates from the Gov-
ernment it will carry more weight than if
introduced by a private member, The Re-
ciprocal Enforcement of Maintenance Or-
ders Act was amended in 1923. It enables
the collection of maintenance orders through-
out New South Wales, Victoria, South Aus-
tralia, Tasmania and Queensland. I have
before me particulars of a glaring case in
which a man was vietimised by means of n
maintenanee order made against him. For
the benefit of the House I will give details
of that man’s experience.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Why do you say he
was vietimised?

Hon. J. R, BROWN: The hon. member
can deeide that point for himself when he
hears the particulars. I say he was vietim-
ised; the hon. member need not say so. In
the ease I refer to, the man concerned came
to Western Australia in 1897, leaving his
wife and two daughters in Melbourne to fol-
low him later on. He made a home for them
here, and four years later went to Vietoria
to bring his family back. When he arrived
in Melbourne he was met by his wife’s sister,
and not by his wife herselfl. He asked
where his wife was and was told that she
was in Sydney. He asked what she was
doing there and his sister-in-law told him
that his wife had gone to Sydney shortly
after he had left Melbourne. The man had
been remitting money to his wife during
the time he had been in Western Australia,
and had been sending it to Melbourne
whereas all that time she had been in Syd-
ney. He asked his sister-indlaw how
his wife had received the money. His
sister-in-law said that she had received
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and forwarded it to the
man’s wife. When he asked what the
woman had done regarding the home
there, he was told that she had sold
it up and had gone to Sydney with
another woman. It might have been with
a wman, but she said the wife had gone
there with a woman! The man went to
Sydney and tried to induec his wife to re-
turn with him, but she would not do =o and
said she would not go with him to Western
Australia. He returned to this State and
consulted a solicitor regarding his position.
The solicitor advised him to pay her 30s. a
weelt, which proved to be bad advice. Once
the man started to pay, she kept him hard
at it. He got out of it for a while until the
Reciprocal Euforeement of Maintenance
Orders Act came into foree in 1921. Then
she established her ¢laim in Sydney and has
been able to hold the power of the law over
him ever since. He has either to pay 30s.
a week for life, or go to Syduey to defend
the action. 1 want to see the Act altered so
that such a man eould go before a Judge in
Chambers here and explain his case. If the
judge realised that the claim was unjust he
should be able to indicate the faet to the
courts in Sydney and have the proceedings
quashed.  As the Aet stands, it is quite
wrong, and in the best interests of all con-
cerned shounld be amended. T have an assur-
ance that the Government intend to bring
down legislation early next session to deal
with the matter, and I hope that will be
done. It is {oo late in this session to do
anything.

the money

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [3.17]: If the hon. member
desires to see reciptoeity established between
New South Wales and Western Australia in
this connection, I do not see much prospect
of immediate suecess. The matter has heen
engaging the attention of the Government
for some time past, but the results so far
bave been unsnecessful. On the 11th March,
1926, the Premier wrote to the Premier of
New Bouth Wales as follows:—

Under the provisions of the Reeiprocal En-
forcement of Maintenance Orders Act, a judg-
ment recently obtained in Western Amnstralia
wag transmitted through the usual channel to
His Exeellency the Governor of New Sonth
Wales requesting its enforcement in your
State. In reply to this request, this Govern-
ment was advised that arrangements for the
reciprocal enforcement of these orders had
not heen extended to Western Australia. 1T
desire to point out that this Act was applied
to New South Wales by proclamation issued
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winler the Weetern Australian Act of 1923,
In view of the advaniages which may arise
to desirted wives and others from the mutual
coforeewent of orders, I should be glad if
your Gavernmont would kindly take into con-
sideration {i¢ provision of the mecessary ma-
chinery to cnfuree Western Australian orders
in your Statfg,

The following L 'ter in reply, dated the 29th
April, 1926, war veceived from the ’remier
of New South Wale-:—

With reference to your letter of 11th Marek
Inst in regard to the extension of the provi-
sions of the Maintenance Orders (Facilities
for Enforecement) Act, 1923, to your State,
my colleague, the Minister for Justice,
wishes me to inform you that he regrets he
cannot approve of the extension of the pro-
visiona of the abovomentioned Aet to the
State of Western Auwstralin. The opinion is
still held that the Interstate Destitute Persons
Act, 1919, provides all that is necessary for the
reviprocal enforcement of mnintenance orders
within the Commonwealth.

I have no onjection to raise to the hon. mem-
Ler’s motion and, if it is carried, the Govern-
ent will tnke further action in the matter.

HON, A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan)
[3.20]: 1 hope this motion will not be
allowed to pass as worded because it will
ecommit the Glovernment io bring in a Bill
to amend the Reciproecal Enforcement of
AMaintenance Orders Act. The case sub-
mitted by the hon. member 15 an
individual one, and that is mnot suffi-
cient, in my view, upon which to base
an alteration of any legislation. Members
will recollect that when the Bill was intro-
duced into this House, I pressed the Gov-
erument not to pass it, becanse, as I ex-
plained, the Tnterstate Destitute Persons Re-
lief Act was a better Aet to work under as
between State and State. It was said in
answer that it was necessary to work not
only as between State and State, but as be-
tween this State and other dominions, such
as Capada and even Great Britain, in order
to prevent men who deserted their wives and
children from flecing to other parts of the
Tmpire and escaping the enforeement of
maintenance orders made against them. On
that ground the House agreed te pass the
Rili, and the et has been in force hy mutnal
voncent of all the States, T think, with the
wxception of New South Wales. We passed
the 13ill at the speeial reqnest of Sonth Avns-
traha.

Hon. J. k. Brown: New South Wales is
entoreing it in this State at present.

[CODNCIL.]

Hon. .A. LOVEKIN: We have proclaimed
ike Act, and therefore we are enforcing any
orders to which the Aet applies. The Aet
applies to New South Wales as well as fo
other States, but New South Wales appar-
ently has not proeclaimed it. I should not
like this House to be committed to amend-
ing the Bill hecause it is a statute that ap-
peexs to be capable of doing much good. It
prevents men in any part of the British
Finpire from eseaping their obligations by
Jeaving their wives and children uncared for.
1£ the wife of a deserting hushand can es-
tablish o case and get an order, and the man
flees to another part of the Empire, the
nrder can be enforced. That covers the case
referred to by the hon. member. As New
South Wales has not proclaimed the Act,
and as we in Western Australia are enfore-
ing New South Wales orders, some inguiry
should be made. Therefore I shall ask the
House to amend the motion. I move an
smendment—

That all the words after **House’’ be struck
out, and the following inserted in lieu: ‘‘the
Government should make inquiries as to the
operation of the Reciprocal Enforcement of

AMlaintenance Orders Acts, 192123, with a
view to their amendment if found necessary,’’

I think that iz as far as we should be com-
mitted.

Amendment put and passed; the question,
as amended, agreed to.

BILL—METROFPOLITAN MARKET.
Third Reading.
THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.

J. W. Hickey—Central) [3.25]: I move—
That the Bill be now read s third time,

HON. A. LOVEEKIN (Metropolitan)
F3.267: T have looked into the point T raised
the other evening, and 1 find that the pro-
vision in the Bill is satizfactory,  Therefore
1 offer no further objeetion.

The PRESIDFEXT: 1 may inform the hon.
memher that I glso looked into the matter,
and T was prepared to give my derision in
the direetion indieated by the hon. member.

Question put and passed.

Bill vead a third time and retnrned to the
Assembly with amendments.
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BILL—WAR RELIEF T'UNDS.
Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [3.27] in moving the second
reading said: In 1922 a motion was carried
in another place urging the (Fovernment to
appoint a Royal Commission te inguire into
the amount of funds colleeted during the
war by varions organisations for the pur-
pose of assisting soldiers and their depend-
ants in Western Australia, and also inlo the
disposal of surplus funds by those hodies
since the declaration of Peace Day. It was
set forth in the motion that the objeet was
to consolidate the funds of the various hodies
with a view to having them under the con-
trol of three trustees to be appointed, one
fromm the Returned Soldiers’ League, one
from the combined organisations, and one
by the Government. It was siated by the
mover of the motion, Lieut-Colonel Denton,
that he had documentary evidence to prove
that the total collections to that date
amounted to £1,148,156 83, 4d., and he was
desirous of ascertaining how much of the
money had not been distributed. As a re-
sult of the motion the Government, in 1923,
appointed a Royal Commission to investigato
the question thoroughly. The Commission
snt and finally made recommendations, which
are embodied in the Bill now before us.
Clause 3 provides for the administration
of the balance of funds by a council of three
persons, one of whom shall be appointed
on the nomination of the central exeentive
of the Returned Soldiers’ League, another
on the nomination of the Ugly Men's Vol-
untary Association, and the third will be
the selection of the Government. That is
in keeping with the recommendation of the
Royal Commission. Under the same clause
the council will have power to decide in
what town or distriet a war relief fund was
wholly or mainly collected, and to provide
for the amalgamation of the moneys so that
they may form one fund. In eases where
the war relief fund was not wholly or mainly
collected in any prescribed town or distriet,
the ecouncil will have anthority to take pos-
session of the funds. In other words, where
the residents of a certain locality have been
the principal contributors to a fnnd, the
couneil will not interfere with that fund,
but where the great body of the contributors
were scattered the moneys are to be handed
over to the council. In towns or distriets
where no transfer of funds takes place, for
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the reasons already stated, the council will
appoint & committee in which will be vested
every fund mainly collected in that pre-
seribed town or distriet. .\ny wmember of
that commitiee can be removed by the eoun-
¢il with the consent of the Minister, The
Bill, by the same clause, gives the council
power to order that any war relief fund,
in any bank or under the eontrol or in the
custody of any trustees or any other person,
will be handed over either to the local com-
mittee appointed, or to itself. The fund is
to be administered and used for the relief
of necessitous soldiers and dependants. This
applies cqually to the council and the com-
mittee in their respective capacities as will
be geen from (Nause 3 read in eonjunction
with Clause 5. Clanse 4 stipulates that the
local committee appointed by the counecil
shall consists of an uneven number of per-
sons. With regard to the personnel of the
committee the views of the local adult resi-
dents and of the executive of the branch of
the Returned Soldiers’ League operating in
the distriet, will be ascertained as far as
practicable, The council will be able to re-
move any member of the committec with
the consent of the Minister. Clanse 5 has
nlready been referred to. Clause 6 makes
the council a corporate body. Clause 7 and
Clause 3 paragraph (g))} give power to make
regulations. I could dwell at length on the
necessity for this legislation and the benefits
likely to be derived by the scldiers and their
dependants from its effective administration.
But this should be quite wnnecessary. No
hon. member requires any enlightenment
from me on that point. The Bill, as I said
before, is the onteome of a recommendation
by a Royal Commission, and T may add that
there were two returned soldiers on that
Commission. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan)
[3.33]: I do not intend to offer any opposi-
tion to the Bill. The time has arrived when
we shonld try to collect all these funds so
that they may be distributed in an econom-
ical way and in the right direction. I notice,
however, that the Bill applies to all funds.
There is an institution known as the Red
Cross which has certain geenrities and funds,
and is still earrying ona its work. I take it
it will for ail time be carrying on that work
as a separate entity. I do not think those
funds should be merged into a general pool.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is not intended.
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Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: They are
excluded under the definition of “trustee.”

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Then that gets over
my point.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Are there any other
societies in & similar position.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: For instance, there
is a fund from which the trees in Honour
Avenue, King’s Park, are looked after.
Personally I would not like that fund to be
merged into the general pool,

Hon. J. Cornell: It is not intended to
touch that either.

Hon. A. LOVEEKIN: Then that gets over
my objeetion. In Committee we can see
whether funds such as those I have men-
tioned are excluded. If they are excluded
well and good.

HON. J. CORNELL (South} [3.36]: I
too wish to say a few words in support of
the Bill, If hou. members look at the re-
port of the Railway Commission they will
gather that the Bill has been suggested ever
since the Commission furnished their report
in November, 1923. The Bill has the full ap-
proval of the Returned Soldiers’ League,
and it has been drafted in collaboration with
the league, who are in accord with it as we
have it before ns. The funds to which the
Bill will apply are those that were raised
during the period of the war, for the specific
purpose of helping men overseas and after
their return. The Red Cross funds are ex-
empted. It seems somewhat strange to re-
late that since the Armistice, the Returned
Soldiers’ League, in their desire to assist
necessitous cases, ave much harder up
against it than was the position three or four
yvears ago. Jn recent years the cases theyv
have been ealled upon to assist are in many
respeets even more deserving ithan those they
assisted before, when they had money. [
would cite one conerete nstance, and it is
one of many that repeatedly come under the
notice of the League., Suppose a soldier
named Brown hud a certain period of active
service and was discharged without a pension
or with a small pension. The position now
is that the Pensions Act i3 sympathetieally
administered, inasmuch ag it ix now possible
to establish a elaim for pension provided it
is possible to disclose a man’s medical his-
tory sheet with his disabilities reported
thereon. But it happens that before a de-
cision can be arrived at as long as six months
can elapse. The pension regulations provide
that pensions are payable from the date of

[COUNCIL.]

application, but the fact remains that the
pension is not paid until the case has beer
established. There have been a good manj
of these cases during the last two years and
for the time being the people concerned are
bard up against it and have no means by
which they can tide over the necessitous
period.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Do nol
they get a pension from the Federal Govern-
ment !

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes, but the paymen|
is not made nntil the case is established, and
as 1 have said, it often takes many months
to castablish a case. Some persons have been
known to get as much as £400 in back pen.
sion money, In that respeet the pooling of
all these funds may be a great help. As a
member of the Retmmed Soldiers’ League
I can assure the House that the fund will
be fairly and honestly administered.

Hon. . W. Miles: What do the funds
total at the present time?

Hon. J. CORNELL: I do not know. Ti
is not the inreution of the Reterned Soldiers’
League to inierfere in those eases where
there has been established a live local eom-
mittes, a commitiee that has funetioned all
these years and done good work. All the
committees will he now responsible to the
central commitiee, whereas in the past they
have not been responsible to anybody. There
are two or three slight errors in the Bill as
the result of incorrect drafting. The correct
title of the Returned Soldiers’ T.eague is not
as il appears in the Bill; it is the State
Executive of the Western Anstralian branch
of the Returned Soldiers’ Leagme. Another
discrepancy cceurs in Clause 4, paragraph
{b), which says that the executive of “any
branch” of the Returned Soldiers’ League.
As amatter of fact there is no branch other
than the Slate hranch. The Returned
Soldiers’ League of Australia is a Federal
body and each State has its State branch.
T bave much pleasure in supporting the
seeond reading.

HON. &. POTTER (West) [4.30): I sup-
port the remarks of the previous speakers.
It is a good angury that the seattered funds
are about to be consolidated. Had it not
been for the provisions contained in Clause 4
of the Bill, T should have been inclined to
ask in Committee for an amendment of the
definition of “trustee” in order to protect a
body in Fremantle known as the Fremantle
Soldiers’ Institute Management Committee.
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Many -public-:pirited men of Fremautle, dar-
ing the early stages of the war snbscribed
liberally, and there has now been built in
Fremantle an institute that is the pride of
the distriet.

Hon. J. Corpell:
will touch that.
- Hon. G. POTTER. 1 rather think it will.
As a simple provision has been made in
Clause 4 to provide for the appoiniment of
a local committee to give expression to the
opinions of the residents in a eity, town or
distriet, T do not think it will be necessary
for me to move any amendment. After al,
while returned soldiers like to control their
own domestic affairs, it will savour some-
what of unthankfunlness cven at this distant
pertod, if those who were generous in their
suhseriptions were forgotten in connection
with the future control of these moneyvs. I
sapport the seeond reading.

I do not think this Bill

HON, J. M MACFARLANE {(Metro-
politan) [3.45]: I, like the previous speak-
ers, am pleased to know that these various
funds, brought into being during the war
period, are to be consolidated.  Amongst
them is the War Patriotic Fund, of which
J was a member for the greater part of the
time, and whieh distributed about £133,000
as supplementary to the military pay to sol-
diers’ wives and dependants. This fund
could have been closed some time age, and
an effort was made to transfer it to the Red
Cross Society to earry on the work in the
interests of the soldiers. However, just
then the report of the Royal Commission
was issued and the Chief Seeretary, who
was the first president, and is likely to he
the last, said these funds were to bhe consoli-
dated. Because of that he would not sign
the transfer. However, there is about £200
lying at the bank and, in addition, land
valued at about £2,000. If the same services
ean be rendered to the soldiers as the com-
mittee rendered, then the members of that
committee will feel well pleased. A branch of
the committee’s work done here was not done
in any other State, perhaps not in any other
part of the world. That was as to the treat-
ment of soldiers’ dependants. They had the
eash relief, the allotment money, and then
there were the services of chemists, doctors,
dentists, opticians, and hospital treatment
and funerals, allowanees for special cases,
and for maternity cases.  All these were
granted from time to time, and were very
Lighly appreciated. They met the conditions
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of distress exaetly at the noment, and ai-
{orded relief in a practical way that was
not done in any other State. It was sug-
gested that a larger amount should be paid
to the soldiers in respect of daily wages, and
the committee endeavoured to bring this
State into line with the other States. They
asked for assistanece in the event of our fund
running out, so that we could pay out our
allotment money on the basis obtaining in
the other States, However, we were told that
no relief would be given direct to the War
Patriotic J'unds of the different States. But
the report of the Commission showed that
some amounts had been paid in the different
States, and so I think it only fair that even
at this late date this State should get credit
on a similar basis before the funds are
handed over. | should like to mention ex-
actly what relief was granted, independent
of ullotment mouey, to soldiers’ dependants:
Chemists, £1,434; doctors, £2,947; dentists,
£1,556; opticians, £140; hospitals, £2,485;
funcrals, £388; special eases, £230; mater-
nity enses, £154, The whole of this done
on a basis of 414 per eent. for administra-
tion, eovering postages, railway fares and
overything of that deseription. The fund
ean he said 10 have been economically ad-
ministered, for out of the €133,000 only
£6,500 was used in administration expenses.
There wus nothing wasted in that respect.
The Chief Seeretary was at one time the
chairman of the fund, and Sir William
Lathlain as mayor eame next in order, whilst
I, as rrpresenting the City Council, was also
associated with it. We in conjunction with
others who also were carrying out the work,
meeting sometimes every day, dealing with
cases of great distress, will feel gratified to
think that this was the only State able to
find all the money required for relief without
any assistance from the Federal Govern-
ment, and to grant the allotments to sol-
diers’ dependants. We, the members of that
committee, are very proud of the work that
was done, and of the responses made by
those people who were cal]ed upon to find
the money.

HON. SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North) [3.52]: I should like the Minister
to make it quite clear whether the funds we
are now dealing with have been paid to those
who at the same time were in receipt of
pensions from the Federal Government.
Women who lost their husbands, and others
whose husbands were permanently ineapaei-
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tated received a large sum annuoally from
the Fedcral Government. Qver three-quar-
ters of o million comes inte Perth annually
for that purpose. I should like the Miu-
ister to make it clear whether the funds we
are now dealing with are paid to the same
people. I find from the definition clause
that ““dependant” means any per:on wholly
or partially dependent on the earnings of
any soldier, and so on. I want it made clear
whether the same dependants are reeeiving
relief from each source.

The Chiet Secretary: That would be at
the discretion of the committee or eouneil.

HON. SIR WILLIAY LATHLAIN
(Metropolitan-Suburban) [3.53]: As one
who was eclosely associated with a number
of these funds, I wish to add a few words.
The best thing that ean he done with these
funds is to consolidate them. T doubt
whether the couneil will have power to deal
with all the funds. For instance, the War
Distress Relief Fund was not for the relief
of soldiers, hut for the relief of persons who
became anemployed as the resnlt of the war.
I do not know whether there is much money
left in that fund. I do net think there is.
T think that when the funds come to be
searched, the amouut to be found in most
of them will be ecomparatively small. A
little time ago I made an attempt to gatn
something from these funds towards the
ereclion of the State war memorial, but I
was unsaceessful. Mr, Macfarlane has given
deiails of what was in reslity the principal
fund, and I can corroborate everything he
said. Western Australia, whilst she will al-
ways be proud of her share in the war, can
be equally proud of the general manage-
ment of the whole of the funds colleeted
during the war period. Both Vietoria and
New South Wales received each about
£100,000 in order to bring the total amount
of extra payment to soldiers’ wives to the
amonnt promised to the soldiers; whereas
Western Auostralia, with the funds at ber
disposal, was< able to carry on and pay to
the dependanis of =oldiers the amounts pro-
mised, without any contribution whatever
from the Federal Government. Adverting to
the remarks made by Mr. Cornell, I should
tike members to understand that in conversa-
tion with Senator Pearce recently I learnt
that the mental cases, although eight vears
have passed sinece the war, are very serious
indeed. Last vear there werc more mental
eases than in any other year since the war.

[COUNCIL.]

So the after eeffets of the war are still very
serious.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is the worst of it.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: I was
connected with six or seven of these funds.
The prineipal amount probably will be found
in the funds held by the War Council In
vegard to the amount spoken of by Mr.
Macfarlane as being in the War Patriotic
Ifund, there is included a number of blocks
of land in various localities outside the city.
These of enurse will be handed over, but the
amoant of eash is very small. The War
Couneil was formed on a particular basis,
I do not know how the definition of that
council would come in, for I doubt whether
it was formed in relation fo any of these
particulnr organisations. However, since the
Red Cross Sariety is deleted, I have nothing
more to add, except to say we desire to
do the best we can to assist the soldiers.
1 should like "to supplement Mr. Maefar-
lane’s remarks as to the gratitude we as
citizens owe to the doctors, the dentists, and
all those other professional people who dur-
ing the war period did the whele of the work
for soldiers’ dependants on a very low scale
of fees indeed. The dentists in partienlar
carried out their work for less than one-
third of their ordinary fees, so as to give
nssistance to the soldierd’ dependants. 1 he-
lieve there is in existence another fund, the
Commeonwealth Employees” Fund. I do not
know how that will come in with the State
fund, but I hope more money will be found
in these funds than T was able to find when
I was frying to get some for the State war
memorial, 1 will support the second read-
ing.

HON. H. J. YELLAND (East) [3.38]: I
will support the second reading for I realise
that if these funds are to be wound up it
must be done by an effort such as this. T
join with other members who have ecom-
mended the work that was done in the erea-
tion of these funds, and I supplement Sir
William Lathlain’s remarks as to the num-
ber of professional men who gave their ser-
viees at very mueh reduced rates. Had those
professional men charged full fees, these
funds wonld have been depleted many times
over. I am glad to know the Red Cross
Society has heen excised, and with Sir
William Lathlain T want to see that the need-
ful eonditions shall be continued to be paid
for. We have our State memorials requiring
renovations and attention; and we have aur
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Lonour avenues of trees also requiring atten-
tion.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: There is room
for 5,000 more trees.

Hon. B. J. YELLAXD: The planting of
more trees would be a great asset to our
memorials. Some of these funds were started
with the war, went on through the war, and
have eontinued since. Beeanse of that we
say that the committees should have control
of their own funds.  Another association
started with the war, eontinned throughout
the war, and still have funds which came to
them from the sale of certain assets which
accumulated during their war services. These
assets have been converted into cash, and the
organisation is using it in connection with
the military cadets and eitizen forces. 1
refer to the Young Men's Christian Assoeia-
tion.

Hon, J. Cornell: 1f that fund rightly had
all that belonged to it, it would represent a
substantial amount.

Hoen. H. J, YELLAND: 1 regret that the
report of the Roynl Commission has been
delayed. I note the recommendation con-
tained jn it upon the work of the Young
Men’s Christian Association. I hecame
rather suspicions that the association had
not acted in accordance with its reputation.
I made inyuiries and obtained a copy of the
Ietter referred to by the Commission in re-
commendation No. 3. I will read this letter
in order thal the House may know of the
contract entered into hetween the Defence
Department and the assoeiation. The letter
is =ioned hy Senator Pearvee and is as fol-
lows:—

I now have pleasure in informing you that
the much appreciated offer of the association
to continue its services in connection with
camps, ete., of the citizen forces has heen
accepted. Cabinet has considered the pro-
posals in regard to ecquipment, cte., and

agrees that the property shonld be nsed and
the moneys put in a trust fund for the future

naval and military work of the association. -

The contract cutered into was that the hut
and its appurtenances at Blackboy, which
was of no nae afier the war, should revert
to the association. The assoeiation had in-
stractions from the Defence Department to
soll the buildings and apply the money to
the future extension of their work. The
letter continmes—

With reference to the relations to be main-
tained between the asspeiation and this de-

partment, it is thought that the necessities
will be met if the association detailed a
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representative in each military district
(preferably one not serving in any rank in
the active forces) to aet in liaison. The
representative so detailed in Vietoria could,
perhaps, nlso aet as the prineipal liaison
officer of the association and deal with the
central administration.

This shows that a econtract was entered into
between these parties. The recommendation
of the Commission is that thc Government
should approach the Federal authorities ask-
ing them to dispense with the undertaking.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: Was the contract
entered into at the instigation of the assoc-
iation?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: The association
asked what should be done with these things.
A soggestion may have been made, but the
point is that a contraet has been entered in-
to. No contract can be broken unless by
agreement on both sides. I do not think it
would be fair to break it. This is the posi-
tion the association found itself in after ces-
sation of hostilities. It appears from the
Bill and the report that the aim is to pro-
core some of the monevs that have been
given in the past to the association for the
carrying on of this work. I will show that
the work is being carried on by reading a
letter that has been received from the mili-
tary authorities. ‘This partieular letter was
written by Lieut.-Colonel Wieck of the 13th
Mixed Brigade, Perth, and is addressed to
the General Seeretary of the YM.C.A. It
says—

I am directed by Major General Sir J.
Talbot Hobbs to convey his sincere apprecia-
tion of your assistance and work in connec-
tion with the recent camps of training. There
can be no doubt that much of the success of
these camps was due to the conteniment of
the trainees and to this, the efforts of you

and other representatives of the association
contributed in no small degree.

There are other letters in the same strain
showing that the work is still being carried
on. The association is earrying out the un-
dertnking given to the military authorities
following upon the saie of the hut at Black-
boy.

Hen. J. ('ornell: They utilised money they
received during the war for another pur-
pose.

Hon. i1, J. YELLAND': The money they
received was handed to them by the mil-
itary authorities.

Hon. G. Poiter: The military suthorities
have heen prelty gvod thieves in the matter.
T ean prove that,
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Hon. H. J. TELLAND: I do not know
that the hon. memter has any right to make
that remark. The department are respon-
sible in this matter. They had control and
possession of the building at Blaekboy, and
said to the association, “We will allow you
to sell that, provided you carry on the work
you have been doing during the war” In
Committee I propose fo move an amend-
ment to allow this assoctation to earry on in
accordance with the arrangement made with
the department.

Hon. H. .\. Stephenson: These funds
were not colleeted from the publie?

Hon, H. J, YELLAND: The funds of the
association were mostly collected from the
publie, from all over Australia. The build-
ings at Blackboy and other camps belonged
to the department, which entercd into a con-
tract with the assoeiation npon certain lines,
The money was handed to the association,
bhut the Bill preposes that the arrangement
made should be upset. When people make a
decided arrangement of this sort it should
not be interfered with.

Hon. J. Cornell: Tt would be the most
popular upset that could happen,

Hon. H. J. YELLARD: I am not np-
holding tbe association, but I know that
when a contract has been entered into we
should be eautious about allowing anyone the
right to upset it. I do not think we should
be justified in allowing that in these ecir-
cumstances.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: If there is a leeal
right to do it, it should be done.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: There is a possi-
bility of litigation. 1f so, we should he de-
finite about the matter.

Hon. G. Potter: Whn would take action?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: I do not know.
The Bilt wounld permit of litigation. I want
to remove any ambiguity and safesrnard the
coniract.

Hon. J. M. Muaefarlane: Have the as-
sociation asked to be released?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: I do not know.
What I tried to do was to get Lo the hottom
of the recommendation of the Commission.
It seems to me that recommendation No. 3 is
out of place.

HON. H. STEWART (South-Fast)
[4.13]: ‘When the Bill is in Committee T
propose to move an amendment on the lines
indicated by Mr. Lovekin. When our sol-
diers began to return, and before either the

[COUNCIL.]

Commonwealth or State hadl moved in the
wmaiter, at Katanning and several other
towns along the Great Southern rvailway
connnittees in the natare of repatriation eom-
niittees, were formed. These are carrying on
to-day. I will read an extract from the re-
port af the Royal Commission—

The splendid example set by such centres
as Beverley, Katanning, ete., in having busi-
nesg  propositions managed efficiently by
patriotic men and women, and earning money
regularly for war rclief purposes, is to be
commended, The pooling of the funds would
leave these people no incentive to carry on
their good work,

At Katanning the committee has a sum of
over £4000. Of thig €2,000 is out on loan.
The woneyv is loancd to men who require to
he helped in their civil life while eases are
mel which are being investigated by the de-
partment. Cash advances or cash gifts are
made. So long as theve are likely to be peo-
ple who arve suffering as a vesult of the war,
so long will ihe committee be in effective op-
cration. The Commission recommend:—

That the Government take steps to appoint
three trustees; one to be nominated by the
Government, one by the central executive of
the Returned Soldiers’ Leagune, and one by
the Ugly Men’s Voluntary Workers’ Associa-
tion, to take charge of all unclaimed and un-
used moneys now lying in banks and which
were eollected for war relief purposes, and
that sueh trustees shall have full power to
disburse these moneys amgongst the War Re-
lief Committec of the districts in which the
amounts were collected.

That is quite right and proper. However,
the Bill covers more than that. 1t contains
full provision for loeal committees, but yot
covers more ground than is necessary. I am
sorry that Sir William Lathlain is nof
present, hecanse he has mentioned war mem-
oriale. The repatriation committees in the
Freat Soutbern distriets bave not only raised
and are administering funds to assist re-
turned men and their dependanis, but in

‘cach of those towns, and in many others,

war memorials have been evected. T snggest
that the position might be met by providing
that in those districts where handsome funds,
considering the size of the population, have
been colleeted and are being administered,
the loeal committees may continue to admin-
ister the funds. As we know, returned sol-
diers ave represented on those local commii-
tees. Sp lonz as the funds are efficiently
administered, they should not come under
the control of the central council. The cen-
tral counecil shounld he given control of funds
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only hy proclamation, and in Committee L
intend to move an amendment to that effect.

Hon. J. Cornell: Yon might as well throw
out the Bill,

Hon. H. STEWART: It has been sug
gested to me that the difficulty might be over-
come by providing that the powers of the
Bill shall only be exercised in case of any
war relief fund which has oot been used
in or towards any of iis objects within a
period of one vear prior to the measure
eoming into operation, or within one year
of the date of the counecil trying to exercise
any power under the measure. That, how-
ever, might cause some new trouble. In
Committee T shall soggest an amendment
which, in my opinion, ¢an only strengthen
the measure, and which will have for its
objeet the maintenance of cfficient services
which are in operation. If at any time such
A service becomes inefficient, the fund will
be surrendered to the council. 1 consider
that the Bill should provide that the Gov-
ernor may exempt any war relief fund and
the trustees of such fund from the provisions
of this measure, and also that the Governor
may at any time cancel or revoke such ex-
emption. Where there is a live commitfec
working successfully, that committee should
have the right to administer the fund where
it was collected as long as the members are
willing to do so. The members of the eom-
miftee sre appointed by the contributors
to the fund. Many people are still members
of such bodies, paying an annual subserip-
tions of 1s., and they elect the committee.
It it is desired to bring any fund under the
operation of the measure, it can be done hy
proclamation; and no proclamation would be
made where the funds are efficiently admin-
istered. In the cases I have in mind the
funds are invested in the distriet and ad-
ministered in the district. Tn suppor: of
my contention I may quote from the Royal
Commission’s report a very fine tribute in-
deed to the work of the local committees—

The splendid example set by such centres
as Beverley, Eatanning, ete., in having busi-
ness propositions managed efficiently by
patriotic men and women, and earning money
repularly for war relief purposes, is to be
commended. The pooling of the funds would
leave these people no incentive to carry on
their good work.

The fourth recommendation of the Royal
Commission is—
That the Government take steps to appoint

three trustees, one to be nominated by the
Government, one by the central exeentive of
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the Returned Soldiers’ League, and one by
the Ugly Men’s Voluntary Workers’ Associa-
tion, to take charge of all unclaimed and un-
used moneys now lying in banks and which
were collected for war relief purposes; and
that such trustees shall bave full power to
digburge these moneys amongst the war relisf
committees of the distriets in which the
amounts were collected.
The funds at Katanning, however, are not
unclaimed or unused funds. They are effi-
iently administered by the representatives of
the contribtilors.

Hon. J. Cornell: 8o they are elsewhere.

Hon. H. STEWART: I know Mr. Cornell
does not combat my statemenl regarding the
elficieney of administration.

Hon. J. Cornell: Of course I do not, but
there ave other such cases elsewhere.

Question put and passed.
Bill vead a seeond time.

In Commitiee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Interpretation:

Hon. G. POTTER: In various parts of
the Bili there are crrors of nomenclature.
While legal obstacles are not anticipated,
still the measure being important, it is bet-
ter at this stage to make the nomenclature
correct. Therefore T move an amendment—

That in the definition of ‘‘dependant’’
after the word ‘‘deceased,’’ Yine 2, there be
ingerted ‘for sailor.'’

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The defini-
tion of “soldier” already means any member
of the Australian Imperial Forces who was
resident in the State at the time of his ap-
pointment or enlistment. Surely that covers
the ground.

Hon. G. POTTER: I ask leave to with-
draw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I move an amend-
menf—

That to the definition of ‘‘trustees’’ the
following be added:—*'‘or to any person or
body of persons having control of funds raised
for a specific purpose whick iz current and
continuing.’’

The amendment is intended to cover small
funds raised for specific purposes—the
Honour Avenue, for instance. But for such
an amendment the funds in question would
go into the general fund. IMr. Stewart, T
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understand, has another amendment which
will provide that the matter must be done
by proclamation.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : 1f the amend-
ment is carried the Bill will be rendered ab-
solutely usecless. The amendment seeks to
exempt every person or hbody of persons in
the community having eontrol of a fund so
long as the fund is for a specilic purpese
that is eurrent and continuing. Under that
amendment the Bill would be worthless.

Hon. H. STEWART: I regard Mr. Love-
kin's amendment as too far-reaching, and as
dangerous to the general purposes of the
Bill. 1 merely seek the insertion of a safe-
guard by which there shall be some notice
before a fund is absorbed into the general
fund.

Hon. H. 1. YELLAND: T also regard
Mr. Lovekin’s amendment as too expansive.
I may at this point forecast an amendment
which I propose to move in Clause 3. It will
be a proviso to the effect that the powers
eontained in the Bill shall only be exercisable
in the case of any war velief fund which has
not teen used or applied in or towards any
of its objeets or purposes within the period
of one yecar prior to this measure coming
into operation, or within a like period of the
date of the council seeking to exereise the
powers under the Bill.

ITon. H. STEWART: If the amendment
be agreed to, it will allow the fund to carry
on until by its inoperation it becomes nse-
less, in which event the fund wounld auto-
matically come within the scope of the coun-
cil’s activities. T have an objection to money
lying idle, bn! if money is being used, as in-
tended, for the benefit of returned soldiers
or their dependants, we should not interfere
with it. Tf a fund had not been operated
upon for 12 months, it would be right for
the ecouncil to assume contro! of ijt,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: T do not wish to
press 1y awendment if we can agree to
something equivalent to it, and Mr. Stewart’s
amendment will probably cover the position.
Tnless something is done along those lines,
the couneil to he set up under the Bill may
step in and take over the funds, irrespective
of whether they have heen administered pro-
perly or not. The couneil may apply that
money for come specific purpose, which
might not he in aceordance with the donor’s
desires at all. T ask leave to withdraw my
amendment.

Amendment hy leave withdrawn.

[COUGNCIL.)

Hon. . STEWART: I wish to move an
amendment to the paragraph setting out the
interpretation of “war relief fund.”

Hon. H, J. YELLAND: I have an amend-
ment to move before that. As indicated dur-
ing the course of my second reading speech
I Qesire to move an amendment to the para-
graph relating to trustees so as to join the
Y.M.C.A. with the Red Cross Society in the
exemption from the Bill.

The CHAIRMAX: Then Mr. Stewart
will nol move his amendment at this stage,
and that will overcome the diffieulty.

Hon. 1L. J. YELLAXD: T move an amend-
ment—

That after ‘‘society’’ in ling 7 of the
interpretation of ‘‘Trustees’’ the words

‘‘and the Young Men’s Christian Associa-
tion’’ be inserted.

A contract has been entered into between
the Y.M.C.X. and the Federal authorities
under wlich the association are operating a
fund that cannot be touched by this legisla-
tion. In order to prevent any ambiguity, the
amendment snonld he agreed to.

llon. .\, LOVFEIX: T hope the Com-
mittee will not agree to the amendment.
Many people subseriled to these funds dur-
ing the war period in order to help soldiers
at the front. T have had evidenee sinee that
money donated for that purpose was not
used to help soldiers at the front, as was
intended. The soldiers bad to pay for a
aeod many things that we thought we were
snpplying free. T find that a good deal of
those funds was used for building purposes
for fhe Y.M.C.A., despite the faet that the
funds weve provided for the assistance of
wen at the front, not for buildings to be
erected by the association in Australia. T
think (b Y M.CA. funds especeially shounld
be brought within the scope of the Bill.
Then if, after inquiry, the couneil liked to
allow them fo proeeed, that could be done.
We should not exempt the YM.C.A. at all
in lhese eircumstances.

Hon, . POTTER: 1If, as Mr. Yelland
says, Lhe Bill will not apply to the Y. M.C.A,
funds T do not see the neecessity for the
amendment.  Moreover, Mr. Yelland based
his case during the second reading debate
on a letter from a General Staff officer to
the Y.ML.C.A. expressing appreciation of the
work done at peace training eamps. The
funetions of the Y M.C.A. are most laudable,
but the funds dealt with in the Bill refer to
war fands raised for the assistanee of re-
turned soldiers and the relief of their Ae-
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pendants. Peace training camps have noth-
ing to do with the objects of the Bill at all.
Mr. Lovekin was qutite correct when he said
that the Y.M.C.A. had used funds in a way
that the subseribers had not anticipated. I
need not indulge in comparisons in that re-
gard, but I oppose the amendmeni.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I understood
Mr. Yelland to say during the course of his
second reading speech that the Common-
wealth Government bhad extended some juris-
dietion to the Y.M.C.A.

Hon. H. J. Yelland: That is so.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 'The question
to be considered is whether the funds nsed
represent money raised for the soldiers and
their dependants in Western Auslralia.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That is the point.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : L was a fairly
heavy conntry contributor to the runds of the
YM.C.A, and T understood their funetion
was of an enéirely differeni churacter. The
provisions of the Bill apply unly 1o those
bodies or persons who have raised money for
returned soldiers and their dependants in
this State.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: [t the position
is as stated by the Chief Seerelary, the tunds
of the Y.M.C.A. will not he affested by the
Bill at all. In the circumstances [ ask leave
to withdraw my amendment

Amendment hy leave withdrawn.

Hon. H. STEWART:
ment—

That in the intcrpretation of ‘‘War Relief
Fund,’’ after ‘‘dependanta’’ in line 6 the
words "‘and to which the Government have
deelared by proelamation that this Aet shall
not apply’’ he inserted.

1 move an amend-

The report of the Royal Commission that in-
vestigated the position of war relief funds
shows that there are repatriation evinmittees
and war relief committees operating effie-
iently at various centres. The fourth recom-
mendation of the Commission was to the
effect that where funds were not being util-
ised, but were lying idle, the central authori-
ties should assume eontral. At Katanning
there is a most efficient repatriation com-
mittee. Their funds represent ahout £4,000.
That money is furned over from time to time
and is loaned ont to returned soldiers at a
very low rate of interest, or even without
any interest at all, in order to help them in
their businesses, trades or farming opera-
tions. That fund should not be interfered
with., Tt would be dangerous to insert a
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wide und comprehensive amendment because
it might enable persons controlling an indi-
vidual fund to become busy for a brief per-
iod and so block the council from assuming
eonirol. My amendment safeguards the posi-
tion for it will enable those controlling any
fund that is likely to be affected, to take
steps to retain their independence should
they hear that their fund is likely to be
brought within the jurisdiction of the coun-
cll. The Katanning committee is a live body
and there may be other similar bhodies
throughout the State and it would not be
fair to absorb those funds into the general
fund and thus render it possible for the
money to be spent in a way that those in-
terested locally might not approve.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If the
amendment be passed, there will be many
claimants for exemption. The Government,
too, will be involved and they should not
enter into the matter at all. There are other
towns that have administered their funds
well. There iz u fund in Geraldton that has
been well adininisteved, and it is still in
active operation, but I do not think the peo-
Ple of Geraldton or the conunittee would
object to the hody to be appointed under
this measure. There is provision for the ap-
pointment of local committees, and the per-
sons interested will be consulted before
the committee are elected. Committees that
have functioned satisfactorily will doubtless
be appointed under this measure. It is neces-
sary to have the whole of the funds under
control.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The Minisler’s state-
ment that there would be many claimants for
exemption is an argument in favour of the
amendment. The commiftees will be ap-
pointed by the council and they should have
the right to say, “We do not want these
Tunds applied in a different way from what
was intended when they were subseribed.”

Hon. J. E. DODD: [ support the amend-
ment. The Roval Commission made the fol-
lowing reference to the work done:—

The splendid cxample set by sueh centres
as Beverley, Katanning, ete, in having busi-
ness propositions managed efficiently by
patriotic men and woemen and carning money
regularly for war relief purposes, is to he
commeniled,

We shall be getting on to dangerous ground
if we destroy the efficieney of those soeie-
ties by appointing other committtees, The
matter will he entirely in the hands of the
Giovernment even if the amendment be not
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carried. All that the amendment will do will
be to provide a safeguard. If the spirit
that existed at the time the funds were
brought into operation could eontinue for all
time, the world would be a mueh better place
to live in.

Amendment put and passed; the elause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 3—Couneil:

On motion by Hon. G. Potter, Subclause
1 amended by striking out of line 3 the word
“gentral” and inserting “State” in leun, and
by inserting after “‘executive” the words “of
the Western Australian branch.”

Hon. H. J, YELLANT): 1 move an amend-
ment—

That the following provise be added:——
‘¢ Provided always that the powers herein
contained shall only be exercisable in case
of any war relief fund which has net been
used or applied in or towards any of its
objects or purposes within the period of onc
year pnor to thiz Act commg into operation,
or within n like period prior to the date of
the couneil! seeking to exercise any power
herein.?’

Houn.
posed.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Bat my amend-
ment will impose a time limt.

Hon, A. Lovekin:
implied in mine.

The CHIET SECRETARY: The amend-
ment would render the Bill inoperative. All
that would be nccessary would be tu operate
on the fund a few times in order tc prevent
committees heing remnved or the couneil tak-
ing charge,

A LOVEKIN: That is what T pro-

There was a {ime limit

Amendmenl put and negatived,
(Clanse, as amended, agrred to.

Clause 4—Appointment of committee:

ITon., G. POTTER T move an amend-
ment—
That hefore ‘‘branch’’ in line one of

paragraph (b} ‘‘sub’’ be inserted.

Amendment puat and passed; the clause.

as amended, agreed to.
(lauses 5 to 7, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and relurned to the As-
sembly with amendments.

[COUNCIL..]

BILL—LOAN, £4,370,000.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 10th December.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [5.10]:
I desire to offer a few remarks on the Loan
Bill because the time is opportune for us to
express our attitude towards the continned
policy of unrestricted borrowing. \When we
examine the tables before us in the Public
Aecounts, we find that the distribution of
loan moneys, especially during the last few
years, has been of such a nature as to call
for serious attention. From Table 235 of the
Public Aceounts we find that the distribution
of the public debt is allotted to the various
works and services provided for on the Loan
Sehedules. The various sums and the vari-
ous headings ave as follows. I am using
round figures:—

Railways, trumways and clee- £
tric works 22,617,000
Harbours and rivers 5,014,000
Goldfields water scheme 2,876,000
Water supply genera]ly 3,204 000
Sewerage 1,470,000
Freetion of State batteries 329,731
Development of goldfields, ete. 1,993,000
Development of agriculiure 19,358,000
Telegraphs . . 217,791
Roads and bndgea 842 246
Public buildings 1,242,000
Immigration 63,751
Miseellneons 2,621,000

On a percentage hasis these sums work out
as follows: —

Railways, tramways and electric works 32
Harbours and rivers .
Goldfields water scheme
‘Water supply generalh
Sewerage

State batteries ..
Pevelopment of goldﬁe]ds, ete.
Development of agriculture
Telegraphs

Roads and brltlgoa

Public buildings
Miscellanecous
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In addition to these pereentages there are
also the following acconnts which are in-
cluded in the toial—raised but not expended
on publie works—£8,200,000. This eomprises
the following items:—Issued under Treasury
Bonds TDeficiency Aet, £6,365,000, which
amounts to 9 per cent. of the total money
raised. Tn addition there s loeally inscribed
stock issued under the Agricoltural Bank
Aet to redeem mortgnge honds.  That
amounts to €1.566,000, or 2.2 per cent.
There was issned under the Insurance Com-
panies Aet £200,000 or 4 per cent. Tt will
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be seen from an analysis of those figures
that although we have raised something like
70 millions we have actually provided in the
way of public assets, against those loans,
only £61,941,000. In otber words 9 per cent.
of the money does not represent publie as-
sets—assets against the loans. But when
we come to analyse the assets eontained un-
der the various headings of works and ser-
vices we are compelled to realise that those
asseis do nof represent the value of the
money that has been expended. Let us take
the frst item, railways, tramways and elec-
tric works. It is well known that we have
had to serap a considerable number of loco-
motives which have been on the books of
the Railway Department at a certain value.
That valne has had to be written off. Yet
we find the monev that stands to the debit of
the Railway Department is  £22,000,000.
There is the question of the serapping and
replacing of rolling stoek. I feel convineed
that if we had a thorough investigation of
the assets, not only ot the Railway Depart-
ment but also of other departments, we
should find there has heen considerable de-
preciation as agninst the value of the asseis
written in the statement of public accounts.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: The real assets are
yeprosented in the development of the eonn-
frv,

Hon. H, SEDDON: The development of
the conntry is the result of the loan policy of
the State. Take this item, Development of
Agrienltore. It is only a little time ago
that the Minister for Lands annonnced it
was neeessary for him to write off a million
pounds that had heen loaned to the admin-
istration of the Industries Assistance Board.
Mr. Holmes, in lhe course of his remarks
on Friday, pointed out that nearly half a
million represented farms that have been
thrown back on the hands of the Agrienitural
Bank. The greater part of this can be ve-
ezarded as money lost.

Hon. W' T. Glasheen: Are those farms ol
no valne at all?

Hon. H. SEDDON: I say the greater
part of it ean be regarded as money lost.
If we were to apply this prineiple of analy-
gis and investigation to all the services re-
ferred to in Table No. 25, it would he found
that the greater number of them eannot
show in actual value the amount written
against them. My argoment in advancing
these figures i5 to stress the point raised hy
Mr. Holmes that, if we are going to pursue
a wise financial policy, it is desirable that
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we should reconsider the 10s. per eent, sink-
ing fund that we write off against these
loans as that is inadequate. I quoted
the figures referving to the deficit to show
it is necessary, if this loan money is fo he
adequately met, we should raise that 10s. per
cent, to ecndeavour to adjust our sinking
fund payments more nearly to the life of the
nssets in which the loans have been invested.
If we were to revise our sinking fund con-
tributions from time to time on that basis,
we should seon be contributing far more
than 10s. per cent. to meet onr commitments,
and by so doing we shonld immensely en-
hanee our ¢redit with the people of the
0ld Country.

Hon. J. Ewing: The sinking fund does
vary.

Hon. H. SEDDOXN : The faet remains that
on loans to meet deficit we fixed a flat rate
of 10s. per cent., which is not adequate when
we consider reasonable wear and tear, and
the losses made in administration. I have
made no reference to losses in respect of
State trading concerns. The State trading
eoncerns that come under the heading of
“Miscellaneous’” are valued at £2,621,278, or
3.7 per cent. of our loan expenditure. The
time has arrived when we should coasider
whegher it would not be in the best interests
of the State to inerease that sinking fund
contribution fromw 10s. per cent. to a figure
that would more nearly represent the wastage
in the various departments. TFrom time fo
time reference has been made to our borrow-
ing policy. Again and again has the aftitude
of the Australian States heen questioned as
to the amount of money they have been rais-
ing abroad. It has hecn pointed out that
our people are living in a fool’s paradise,
becanse that*loan is going into public ex-
penditure and so is being circulated amongst
the people. When we compare the standard
of living in Australia we find that although
high it is not anvthing like so high as 1s
to be found elsewhere in eountries that have
for their watehword the prineiple of effie-
ieney. If, in spite of our borrowing poliey,
we bave not reached a higher standard, it is
an indieation of our attitude towards pro-
duction, an indication that we should revise
our policy of berrowing and concentrate on
the more important aspect of raising the
efficiency of our people and inereasing our

‘production per head. I eontend we should

be in a far better position in the eourse
of a few years if, rather than pursue fhis
poliecy of borrowing, which is open to ser-
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ious condemnation, we should rely more
upoen our own resources.

Hon. J. Ewing interjected.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I do not think
so. If the hon. member will refer to the
Quarterly Statistics, Table, 30, he will see
that the production of Western Australia
has increased considerably during the last
few years. I contend that the hmpetus gained
there wi,l be maintained, even if we spend
no more loan money, There are thousands of
acres that have been brought into produc-
tion, and will remain in production. As a
result, the increased wealth won will b
available for distribution amongst the peo-
ple. Consequently if we were to refuse to
continee our foreign borrowing policy and
on the other hand restricted our loans in
years to come to sufficient simply to meet the
immediate requirements, we should be doing'
well. As an indication of the position we
oceupy to-day, our public debt amounts to
£185 per head of the population; that is
without taking into consideration our sink-
ing fund. The figures I have quoted show
that depreciation is just about equal to the
amount of the sinking fund. The annual
charge incurred for interest and sinking
fund as at the 30th June, 1926, is £8.57 per
head. Place that on a basis of a fal.ni.l}'
consisting of a man, his wife and three ¢hil-
dren, and every family in the State is bear-
ing an annuval charge of £43 per head as the
result of the interest and sinking fund
charges on our public debt. Our loans
do not ineur sinking fund until four
years after they have been raised.
In consequence, this amount of £3,298,000
does not represent the total amount
incurred under that seven millions of
loan. The time has arrived when we should
revise our borrowing policy. We have en-
tered or we are entering on an era of pros-
perity not previonsly attained. So we should
be able to carry to a large extent onr future
development from revenue. I say we should
limit our programme of horrowing to the
amounts we can raise internally. If we did
this, whilst we might suffer a certain tem-
porary check in respect of public works, at
any rate we would revise our spending po-
licy 2nd concentrate it on reproductive
works, greatly to the advantage of the State.
To-day there is a tendency fo spend money
on providing employment rather than with*
a view to developine the wealth of the coun-
try. I desire to take this opportunity to
lodge a protest against the horrowing poliey
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that bas been followed for many years past.
The House would be well advised to take
that aspeet of our finances into ecomsidera-
tion.

HON. J. EWING (South-West) [5.24]: 1
I am surprised at the attitude of the hom.
member. If his suggested policy were car-
ried out, there would be very little advance-
ment made in the State. He advocates re-
stricting borrowing, and developing the
comntry from revenue. I do not know how
the country could go ahead under that peliey.

Hon. H. Seddon: Do you question my
figures? .

Hon. J. EWING: Not for a moment. I
am surprised at the hon. member contending
that the assets and liabilities do not agree.
If our assets were to be thoroughly exam-
ined, we should find that they greatly ex-
ceed our liatilities.

Hon. H. Seddon: Assets on which publie
moneys have been expended?

Hon. J. EWING: Of course, locomotives
and things of that sorf require depreeiation
and even remewals, but gradunally those
things level themselves,

Hon. G. W. Miles: Do you claim that the
assets have appreciated to an extent exceed-
ing the deficit?

Hon. J. EWING: I certainly think the
assets are greatly in advanee to the liabili-
ties. Mr. Sedden referred to what has hap-
pened in the Old Conntry over Australian
borrowing. That has been ably answered by
the Prime Minister, Mr. Bruce, and by our
own Agent-Geueral. T am surprised at Mr.
Beddon, because he is quite progressive in
his ideas. e seems to have gone back on
that view. XNothing will make for the ad-
vancement of Western Australia so mueh as
the poliey now being earried out. If horrow-
ing is to be restrieted, and eheap money not
to be taken advantage of, we had al! better
get out of the State.

Hon, V. Hamersiey:
cheap money?

Hon. J. EWING: Money at 1 per cent.
The Minister has told us that a large por-
tion of the moneyv to he borrowed in future
will be at only 1 per cent, for the first five
years.

The Chief Seeretary:
portion of it,

Hon. J. EWING: Well, we are now get-
ting money at 1 per cent. for the first five
years and, say, at 134 per cent. for the next
five years. Consider that as against the money
we horrowed not very many veavs ago, for

What do vou eall

T said a fair pro-
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whieh we had to pay 5 per cent. and even 6
per eenf. We are continually building rail-
ways to develop the country, notwithstanding
which Mr., Seddon says we should wait for
ten years or 20 years till we have sufficient
revenue for these works. The Minister the
other day told us the gross debt was seventy
millions, and the sinking fund ften milliens,
or a net indebtedness of sixty millions, equal
to £150 per head of the population. He also
told us the defieit is gradually being de-
creased. That is so, and it is to the eredit,
not only of the previous Governmeat, but of
the present Government.

Hon. H. Seddon: What!
fieit?

Hon. J. EWING: It is to the eredit of
the present and the previous Government
that the deficit has been reduced. It shows
that the government of the country is being
carried on very well indeed.

Hon. G. W. Miles: How can yon make
out they have decreased the deficits, when
they are £90,000 behind?

Hon. J. EWING: Dauring the last two
years the previous Administration deereased
the deficit by £503,000, while the present
Adminjstration have further decreased it by
£130,000.

Hon. G. 'W. Miles:
creased.

Hon. J. EWING: It has not. The Gov-
ernment expect that during the present year
the deficit will be wiped out. Of course, that
deficit should have been wiped ount in the
seeond year of the present Government’s
regime. The previous Government would
have finished in that year had they remained
in office. It is a fair dednction to make. I
congratulate the Government upon the fact
that the defieit is likely to be wiped out this
year. That position should satisfy members.

Hon, G. W. Miles: You do not mean that
the deficit itself would be wiped out, do
you?

Hon. J. EWING: The hon. member knows
what I mean. The actual deficit, which has
for the most part been funded, amounts to
about £6,000,000. I am not talking about
that, but about the difference between revenue
and expenditure. The loan expenditure
proposed for this year is £4,832,000. That
is a large expenditure. Members should con-
sider whaf has to he done with the money.
Rolling stoek will sccount for £121,000, the
fifth noit at the power station will account
for £100,000, and the tramways another
£100,000.

Having a de-

No, it has been in-
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Hen. G. W. Miles: Do you think it is
right that the Government should erect a
power station at Collie?

Hon. J. EWING: I have for many years
advocated the big scheme at Collie, the first
section of which will be before us in a few
hours. The fourth and fifth units at the
Perth power station represent so much waste
money, .

Hon, G. W. Miles: Exaectly.

Hon. J. EWING: 1 have even moved n
motion in this House that the necessary in-
quiries into a power scheme at Collie
should be made. I did not receive the sup-
port I expected at the hands of members.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Could you not get the
Government to move when you were Min-
ister?

Hon. J. EWING: They did move, and it
is because of what they did thaf the Bill will
come before us.

Hon. C. F. Baxter:
do?

Hon. J. EWING: Never mind what they
did. T will not anticipate what I shall have
to say on that Bill. Mr, Seddon spoke about
restriction as to borrowing. Several railway
Bills have passed through Parliament of
late years. These railways will make for
the development of the State, and are the
only things that will largely advanee the
State. We can see, therefore, how wrong a
non-borrowing policy wonld be. It is prob-
able we shall get a certain amount of this
loan money at 1 per cent., to be used for the
construction of railways. If we do not build
railway lines the State will soon be in a
bad way. We must push ahead. The only
thing that is worth while is to borrow pro-
perly and expend judiciously. The State
will always be doing well if it can borrow
money, and spend it to advantage,

Hon. V. Hamersley: You borrow money
for one thing and spend it on something
else.

Hon. J. EWING: That may be so.

Hon. G, W. Miles: A couple of years ago
we passed a Bill for the construction of a
railway from Pemberton {0 Denmark, but it
has not yet been built.

Hon. J. EWING: 1 wish to refer to
our harbours. A sum of £10,000 is provided
in eonnection with the Esperance harbour. I
hope it will be possible to make an excel-
lent harbour there, for the seitlers already
established and those who are to follow will
require an outlet for their produce.

Hon. G. W. Miles: They have & harbour.

How much did they
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Hon. J. EWING: It has been said that it
will cost a good deal of money to make the
harbour suitable.

Hon. C. . Baxter:
put in the wrong place.

Hon. J. EWING: A start has been made
with this £10,000. If the land is to be de-
veloped, harbour facilities must be provided.
For Fremantle and Geraldton sums of £50,-
000 have been provided, but only a paltry
£15,000 for Bunbury.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: It is not necessary to
spend more there,

Hon, J. EWING: Apparently the har-
bour at Bunbury, the development of which
will be necessary if the South-West is to
make proper progress, is in jeopardy. T
refer to the report of Sir George Buchan-
an, who has thrown a serious light
upon the port. I hope the Government
will be ahle to overcome the prejudice
engendered by this report. Sir George Bu-
chanan was asked for a report on a scheme
that would provide for the necessary expan-
sion of the port of Bunbury, including facil-
ities for wheat haundling, cold storage, coal
bunkering, and timber export, having in view
the advantages of wharf frontages as against
jetty accommodation, providing for a depth
of 30 feet below low water mark, with a pos-
sible further deepening to 35 feet, and meas-
ures for the prevention of silting of the pre-
sent harbour. The reply is not satisfaetory.
The report has not vet been laid on the
Table of the Hounse, for T suppose it is not
vet in the hands of the Government. He
did, however, make a report whiech was pnb-
lished on the 9th October last. He said that
Bunbury could be made into a first class
port, but only at great expense, both in the
matter of initial cost and subsequent main-
tenance. He went on to say that when the
figures werce Lefore the Government it would
he for them to consider the aetion to be
taken, bearing in mind the financial possibil-
ities of the port. I am looking forward with
interest to seeing the detailed report, and
ascertaining what justification there is for it.

Hon. G. W. Miles: There ean be only one
opinion about that.

Hon. J. EWING : Tt must be in favour of
Bunbury. If we are going to develop Albany
to deal with the produets of the South-West
it will be no good for that part of the State.
Bunbury is capable of becoming a very im-
portant port.

The jetty has been
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Hon, . W. Miles: Af considerable ex-
pense.

Hon. J. EWING: It costs money to make
every port efficient.

Hon. A. Burvill:
Albany.

Hon, J. EWING: The Engineer-in-Chief
is preparing plans, and we hope as the ont-
come of his report that the Government will
give us something in the pature of 2 good
and commodious harbour at Bunbury. In
view of the development that is geing on in
the South-West it is time the prejudice
against that port was overcome. Group set-
flement has heen a great adjunct to the de-
velopment of the South-West, and is going
ahead well. Jn view of this 1 was surprised
at the remarks made by Mr. Holmes the
other evening. If he would only read the
papery, and take an interest in that part of
the State, he would see what the scheme was
doing. Last Saturday we read of the open-
ing of a butter factorv at Manjimup. That
is a great advancement.

Hon. G. W, Miles: And a cheese faciory
too.

Hon. J. EWING: Mr. Holmes says that
never before has three and a quarter million
pounds heen put into such a bad proposi-
tion as this group settlement. The hon. mem-
ber and I have heen at holts before on this
qaestion. I lardly think he eould have con-
sidered what he said. There has heen won-
derful work and development in the South-
West. He goes on to say that the loss will be
not tens of thousands, but hundreds of
thousands of pounds. He is 2 man who is
well thought of, and whose word earries some
weight., He said the time had come when
we shounld ery a halt and not pui these mil-
lions into group settlement. I was very in-
terested in the recent visit of the Empire
Parliamentariens. On that occasion the
Minister for Lands wmade an interesting
speech. Mr, Holmes was not in the State
at the time or I think, hod he read that
speech, he would not have made the state-
ment he did. He should read that speech,
and learn what has been done in four years
in the South-West. He wonld then see that
there was every justifieation for the expendi-
ture.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Do you think he is
easily eonverted by a speech?

Hon. J. EWING: Not by a speech, but by
pure, unadulterated facts. The Minister for
Lands said that there were 135 group set-
tlements, containing 2,275 settlers, who ac-

Not in the ease of
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counted for & population of 9,580. The area
developed represented 352,462 acres of land
which four years before was forest. There
were 1,903 cottages, and 913 dairy buildings,
which showed how dairying was going on.
The area under pasture was 50,000 aeres.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Do not the cows go
dvy down there?

Hon. J. EWING: The hon. member would
also have known what stock have been
brought into that part of the State during
the past four years. For instance, 192 pedi-
greed balls were taken down there, 9,000
cows, and 3,000 pigs.

Hon. E. Rose: There were not 9,000 cows
brought into the State.

Hon. J. EWING: A preat many were
brought in, biit that number was sent to the
South-West. The fact that the settlers are
already sending eream to the factories shows
how wrong it is for members to say we
shonld not spend money on this class of
work. I hope that Mr. Holmes will read
what has been said on this matter, and pay
particnlar attention to the figures quoted by
the Minister for Lands. He will thns
learn what has been and is being done in
the South-West, and will realise that it is
the best work of its kind that has ever been
undertaken in Australia.

HON. W. T. GLASHEEN (South-East)
[5.43)}: I listened with a greai deal of
pleasure to Mr. Seddon’s speech, and also
to Mr. Ewing’s remarks. Mr, Seddon ap-
pears to express doubt as to omr assets in
relation to our liabilities, We should not be
. greatly concerned in that regard. I have
noticed that while our assets might not be as
great as our liabilities, those people who are
in the best position to judge—I refer to
those who lend the money, and make zll
investigations before doing so—seem per-
fectly satisfied with their seeuritiess We
have always found, when the State has gone
on the market, that we can float a loan as
readily and on terms as good as is the ease
with any other State of the Commonwealth
or any other part of the world. The argn-
ments used by Mr, Seddon appear to be
quite out of step with the facts. If we
review onr assets in comparison with our lia-
bilities, it will be readily agreed that we have
a wide margin of asseis over liabilities. How-
ever, it is not only from that aspect we
should jndge the position. We should also
judge it with regard to the amount of devel-

_revenue and internal
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opment work and its results. “We should
look at the results from loan moneys, espec-
ially having regard to the 30-million bushel
harvest we are about to enjoy and the buge
quantities of wool we are about to ex-
port. The expenditure of loan moneys has
enabled the State to achieve those results.
Mr. Seddon would do well to consider our
assets from that aspect rather than from the
aspect of public kuildings. If he does that,
then he, like the lenders of money in other
parts of the world, will be satisfied with what
Western Australia has got. Mr. Ewing ex-
pressed surprise at Mr. Seddon’s desire for
the curtailment or abandonment of the bor-
rowing policy. Mr. Ewing seemed to think
that this wounld be a breach of faith. I could
not read any such intention into Mr. Sed-
don’s remarks. To my way of thinking that
hon. member showed himself far more pro-
gressive than My, Ewing, inasmuch as Mr.
Seddon said he considered the borrowing
policy might be continued so long as we went
on with efficient production. He contended
that while we borrowed millions of money it
was necessary, if corresponding results were
to be obtained in trading and revenue, to
adopt up-to-date and efficient methods. Any-
one who has read the pamphlet cireulated
regarding the results of efficient methods in
Ameriea must be convinced that there is
greal need for our adopting similar prin-
ciples. The pamphlet particularly sets out,
and clinches the argument from page to page,
that where men are given a job to do and
are given money in proportion to the amount
of work they do, the result has invariably
been great national prosperity. Where that
poliey is in force and is aceepted by eapi-
talists and by those who use capital, it has
had the effect of raising the wages of those
whoe work far above any trade union demand
or arbitration award. If a similar policy
is adopted in a developmental State such as
Woestern Australia, one gets that internal
wealth which does
away with the necessity for overseas borrow-
ing. The sooner we abandon the policy of
endeavouring to get our revenue and our
standard of living out of politics instead of
out of what we do, the better it will be for
the State. If that change is brought about,
there will be no need to go on the London
market periodically for four or five millions
of money. Mr. Seddon's views in that re-
spect seemed to me more progressive than
those of Mr. Ewing, who practically said
that we should grope in the dark and borrow
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millions while eontinuing our inefficient pro-
cesses.

Hon. J. Ewing: We will never get any-
where without & borrowing policy.

Hon, W, T. GLASHEEN: There is an-
other statement of Mr. Seddon to which I
cannot subseribe. Speaking of the Agrieul-
tural Bank, he said that numerous settlers
had abandoued their holdings.

Hon. H. Seddon: Mr. Holmes told us that
the other day.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: Mr. Seddon
told us i, too.

Hon. H. Seddon: I quoted My. Holmes.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: Mr. Seddon
said that because of that fact praectically the
whole of the amount advanced by the State
on farms subsequently abandoned bad been
lost. 'When a person says that, he praeti-
cally asserts that the abandoned farms are of
no value whatever. We all know it fo be a
fact—it has been expressed by the efficials
of the Agrieultural Bank and the Industrics
Assistance Board—that during the last three
years, beeause of developmental work made
possible by the expenditure of loan moneys
—railweys, water supplies, and faeilities for
production—and also because of the great
demand for land consequent on our ferritory
being the cheapest agriemltural land in the
world, our farms have appreciated almost to
the extent of wiping out the big dead loss

which we were supposed to be incur-
ring a few years ago. I do not sub-
seribe to the view that that money

is lost to the State if the Government, while
borrowing money for developmental work,
will at the same time pay the necessary
attention to our internal industrial pro-
cesses. We have an instance of what has
been achieved in Ameriea,

Hon. V. Hamersley: By private enter-
prise.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: By private en-
terprise or any ofher enterprise. If Ameri-
can ipdusirial proecesses are adopted in this
young couniry we shall get similar results,
that is to say, internal revenue and internmal
wealth which will obviate the necessity for
going abroad to borrow. There is one broad
fact which we have heard mentioned time
and agein, and which I should like to re-
iterate now. I refer to the vesult of the
enterprise of Henry Ford, the enterprise
that has made him the wealthiest man in the
world. He has never had a strike in his
works. He has never paid anything near
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so small a wage as the industrial unions
demand. He has given the public a motoy
ear that the public can buy, While people
falk about the vast wealth of Henry Ford,
1 doubt whether he has 0 mueh weaith in
his pocket as any member of this Council
All his wealth has gone towards permeating
the great organisations which ereate further
wealth for those using the facilities that
money will provide. Henry Ford’s wealth
scattered about among the people would not
create half the amount of employment fhat
it ereates under existing econditions. If
American methods were introduced here, we
would get internal revenue aund internal
wealth, [ hope, therefore, that attention
will be paid to the internal efficiency prob-
lem.

HON. J. E. DODD (South) [5.55]: It is
not often that I speak on & finaneial Bill.
I feel that many other members are better
able to deal with those matfers than 1 am.
I have, however, listened carefully to vari-
ous members who have spoken. T always
listen most carefully to Mr. Holmes, hecanse
I realise that however pessimistic he may
be, he always pays great attention to the
subject of finance, and that his words are
to be treated with respect. There was one
point, however, on which I could searcely
follow Mr. Holmes, and that was in regard
to group settlement. Mr. Holmes seems to
think that the people of the present moment
are to be respousible for the whole of the
money spent and to be spent on group set-
tlement. I ecannot agree with him there.
In regard to such a large operation as group
settlement, which involves so mueh work
and the expenditure of so0 much money, and
which will be of value for & hundred years to
come, it is hardly right to view thosé living
now as bearing the whole of the cost. Group
settlement will be of value to Western Aus-
tralia when this generation is dead and gone,
when many other generations are dead and
gone. Posterity will reap the benefit of
what is now being done. There are one or
two other vpoints I wish to touch upon.
For the Esperanes harbour works an amount
of £10,000 iz provided. The Government
might have provided a little more. Un-
doubtedly Esperance has a great future.
The harbour is splendid, and if the Gov-
ernment are in earnest as regards meking
Esperance no less than Albany a port for
the output of the south, they will certainly



[14 Decestper, 1926.]

require o spend a great deal more than
£10,000. Agpgain there is a good deal of
agitation at Ravensthorpe as to tbe charge
which the Government are making for the
carrioge of wheat to Fremantle. Meetings
are being held at this centre even now to
protest against the charge as excessive. 1
sincerely hope sometbing will he done to
reduce the eharge to 1s. per bushel from
Ravensthorpe to Fremantle. The present
charge makes wheat growing in Ravens-
thorpe district almost impossible, The Gov-
crnment would not lose mueh if they re-
duced the charge by one-half or even move.
Then es regards the Esperance railway.
Surely no railway has ever had so cheq-
uered 2 career as this particular line, 1
really do not know whether it iz possible
for ihe railway ever to be finished. Tor the
Jast 25 vears it has heen hefore the people
nf Western Anstralia, and it is still before
them. Some time ago I asked a guestion as
to whether the line was likely to be com-
pleted in time for the Christmas traffie. I
was informed that no suwarantee could be
aiven on that point. If the Government
eould only get the Esperance line out of the
road, it wonld be to the benefit of the people
of Western .Australia, T sinecrely hope the
Minister in charge of the work will do some-
thing to hurry it on. Then, probably by
next Christmas or the Christmas after, he
may be able to say that Esperance is linked
up with Kalgoorlie and so with the railway
system of the State nnd of Auwustralis.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Next year they will be
doing only a quarter of a mile a day.

Hon. J. E. DODD: I think more money
mighli have been placed upon these Loan
Estimates for necessary works throughout
the provinee I represent. Nearly all the
new wheat lands now available are in that
province, and quite & nomber of public
works are needed there.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [6.0]: The
auesiion whether or not we shall continue
brrrowing, and wherve onr horrowing poliey
i likely to Yund n~, ix more or less an acad-
entic prohlem. 1t ix one that may please the
1 pssintistie soetion of the communily to a
very large extent.  The preblem will have
little hearing on the optimistic section of
Woestern Aunstralia, who take as their slogan
“Bank on vonr Stale and yon cannot o
wreme.”  There i« no gainsayving the faet
that the posifion Western Australia finds it-
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self in to-day, with its meagre population
scattered through its vast territory with over
2,000 miles of seaboard, means that we must
do one of two things. We must either gtand
still, ‘which will mean that the State will re-
trogress, or vlse we must borrow money to
develop our great natural resources. If we
adopt the latter eourse, we will do as the
pioneers of the past did and frust to the
futare. Those pioneers were not afraid to
horrow and to bank upon the possibilities of
the State. 1 ean cite three great instances
of that spirit in a statesrman who has gone
from us. He banked on the possibilities of
the State with three of the great enterprises
that have done so muneh to bring Western
Australia te its present stage of prosperity.
Had that statesman taken eognisance of the
enrrent publie opinion of bis day, he would
not have found in that opinion the slightest
Jjustification for committing the State to the
expenditure involved in his works, I refer
to the late Lord Forrest. He committed the
State to cxpenditure on the Fremanile Har-
hour schewe, on the extension of the railway
from Northaw to Southern Cross and then
to Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie, and finally to
the expenditure on the Coolgardie water
schemwe.  Had he listened to pessimists in-
stend of adopting the broader view of things,
those three works would never have been
started. It is only by taking chances that we
wueeced, Those three great enterprises alone
stand as montmenis to the foresight and
hreadth of vision that the late Lord Forresi
possessed. Would that we had more persons
in Western Australia to-day who possessed
the broad vision that Lerd Forrest had!
There are one or two phases of the Bill that
1 will deal with briefly. The future develop-
ment of the State ennnot he fostered without
tnking a broad view of the position and
banking on the future. With respect to agri-
cultural land:, we have almost reached the
limit of lamd available for wheat growing
in close proximity to existing railways. We
have come to the parting of the ways. We
must determine whether we are to continue
the poliex of the past in allowing people to
wo out 30 or -[{) miles from a railway without
any provision being made for water sapplies
or bransport Faeilities, On the other hand,
we must decide whether we shall reverse that
poliey and steilie ont in a divection indicated
by the Minister for Lands recently, and build
railways ahend of settlement.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: That has heen
talked abont for over ten vears.
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Hon. J. CORNELL: It eould be accom-
plished only by a vigorous policy and a large
expenditure of loan money. I have come to
the conclusion that if it is justifiable to allow
people to setile on agriecultural lands away
from existing facilities, it is equally justifi-
able for us to provide those facilities at an
earlier stage. Sometimes we are asked why
we do not follow the examuple of Ameriea
where private enterprise constrneted rail-
ways ahead of settlement under the old land
grant settlement. Private enterprise in that
instance banked on the future, and they have
come into their own sinee then.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: And have monopol-
ised the land slongside the railways.

Hon. J. CORNELL: In Western Australia
we are in the happy position of railway
transport being a function of the State. We
are committed to a policy of State-owned
railways, whereas in other countries private
enterprise controls those facilities. If it is
good for private enterprise to bank on the
future and build ahead of settlement, it is
equally good for the State to embark npon
a similar poliey.

Hon. V. Hamersley: But the work must
he done by eontract!

Hon. J. CORNELL: That is so. While on
that point for the moment, I wish to point
out that I amn one of those who endeavour to
change their views and keep in stride with
the general opinions of their day. I have no
set convietions in the sense that if any hon.
member opens my eyes to a greater vista
than T have been able to diseern in the past,
I am prepared to scrap the past and chance
the future. We have reached a stage in the
development cf Western Australia where we
must either cry a halt and bank on group
setilement in the South-West, or take a
chance with opening up a vast area of agri-
cultural land ahead of settlement. There are
millions of acres in the south-eastern corner
of the State that are suitable for a scheme of
that deseription.

Hon. G. W. Miles: That is what we want
to get on to.

Hon. J. CORNELL: There is a large ter-
ritory, extending south-eastward from Nar-
embeen to Duke of Orleans Bay, that

ean be developed. It would be mneees-
sary to adopt a vigorous poliey re-
garding the provision of water sup-

plies and transport facilities. If that poliey
of opening np the country ahead of settle-
ment were adopted—there is no more ardent
advocate of that policy than the present
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Minister for Lands—the future development
will help to l:eep the State in the favourable
position it now occupies, and will attract
a larger population. leading to a greater
onilock ror Lhe State than is possible under
existing eonditions. In advocating sueh a
policy, I do not desire to disparage the
group settlement scheme at all. So mpeh
for the generz! poliey that showld guide us
in the future. There are other phases that
1 could deal with such as, for instance, the
development of the North-West.

Hon. (3. W, Miles: That is a national gques-
tion; it is too big for the South-West.

Hon. J. CORNELL: There is no gainsay-
ing the fact that the land that still remains
nnalienated in the State constitutes an asset
that is more than a full set off against all
our loan moneys to-day.

Hon. G. W. liles: It is worth ten fimes
as much as owr loan indebtedness.

Hon. J. CORNELL: We form the only
part of the British Dominions, apart from
the stretches of Northern Canada approach-
ing the Aretic Cirele, where there is such an
extensive unalienated tract of country still
remaining in the hands of the State. I join
with Mr. Dodd -in his references to the
Esperance Harbour. There is an item on
the Loan Estimates for £10,000. I know that
the Government are fully aware of the situ-
ation and Esperance and that the Engineer-
in-Chief and the Minister for Works realise
that & new jetty is required there,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: But in a new position.

Hon. J. CORNELL: It is providential
that the present jetty is standing to-day.
Anything is likely to happen to it, and much
tmore than £10,000 will have to be spent on
harbour faeilities at the port of Esperance.

The Chief Secretary: There is more pro-
vided.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I hope tbat any
Government who may be in power will be
prepared to provide improved harbour and
Jetty facilities there. There iz another point
regarding the wharfage charges at Hope-
toun. T recognise that that is rather a deli-
cate question to fake up. The charges work
out at about 1s. per bashel.

Hon. V. Hamersley: On wheat?

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes.

Hon. G. W. Miles: That is the whole
charge round to Fremantle.

on. J. CORNELL: It is not a legitimate
charge. It represents an impost upon the
settlers of the Ravensthorpe and Hopetoun
districts that does not apply in any other
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part of the State. We who represen{ the
wheat growers in that part of the State
realise that something must be done.

Sitting suspended from 6.13 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. CORNELL: During the tea ad-
journment fellow members were kind enough
to direet my attention to certain terms I em-
ployed, which constituted a murdering of the
King’s English. I thought the terms were
mild until I saw Dr. Saw make s hasty
exit, and then I concluded that they
must have been atrocious. I was touching
on the charges levied on the wheatgrower in
the Hopetoun district®*and referred to them
as an impost that no settler in any other part
of the State was called upor to bear. I am
assured that the charges for freight for the
38 miles of railage from Ravensthorpe to
Hopetoun, for loading the wheat on to a
State ship and its transport to Fremantle
amount to 1s. per bushel. When that charge
is compared with the railway freight from
other wheat-growing distriets which, T be-
lieve, works out at not more tkan 6d.
per bushel, members will realise the
handicap that i3 being imposed on
the settlers pioneering the Ravensthorpe
disiriet. T recognise there are difficul-
ties at the port of Hopetoun that are
hard. to overcome. A similar set of eircum-
stances presented themselves at the port of
Esperance until last year when the diffienlty
was overcome by the Wesiralian Farmers
Litd. chartering a sailing ship that also had
anxiliary power to call at Esperance. That
reduced the charges substantially, and I un-
derstand that a like arrangement will be
made again this season. The value of the
State Shipping Serviee to the South-East
ports must be admitted; they could not fune-
tion without such a service. The manager of
the State Shipping Service endeavours to
get a reasonsble return for the serviees ren-
dered, but the problem confronting that part
of the State lies outside the power of the
State Shipping Service to remedy and really
becomes a State mafter. Shounld not the
Covernment, in their efforts to develop that
part of the Siate, give further relief to the
settlers? It eannot be gainsaid that there is
not another portion of the State that can
excel Ravesthorpe district for wheatgrowing
and mixed farming generally.

Hon. A. Burvill: It is only 160 miles from
Albany, and the remedy is to link it up with
that port.
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Hon, J. CORNELL: It costs an enor-
mous sum of money to maintain the Ravens-
thorpe-Hopetoun railway,

Hon. A. Burvill: Over £7,000 a year,

Hon. J. CORNELL: The railway was not
built for the purpose for which it is being
used to-day, It was built purely and simply
as & mining railway in the palmy days of
Ravensthorpe. We have been told that when
the turnover inereases, some adjustment will
be made, but some adjustment is due now,
and I trust the Government will review the
situation at the earliest possible moment. If
the representatives of the South Provinee
can be of any assistance in solving the prob-
lem, their serviees will be at the disposal of
the Gtovernment. I congratulate the Govern-
ment on having ineluded an smount for the
construction of two authorised railways in
South Provinee, namely the Kalkalling to
Bullfineh and the Lake Grace to Kalgarin
lines. The latter particularly is urgently
needed. There are seftlers in the Kalgarin
distriet 40 miles from a railway. That can-
not be allowed to continue, and the sooner
it is remedied, the better it will be. T hope
an early start will be made with the con-
struction of that line. I congratnlate the
Government on having provided £50,000 for
the development of mining, ineluding boring
for eoal, miscellaneous, and prospecting, I
have been a member of the Siate Prospect-
ing Board for the last seven years. Tha
board is representative of the Mining As-
sociation, the various mining interests in
and around Kalgoorlie, Mgekatharra and
Mi. Magnet, and the Returned Soldiers’
League. The board meets fortnightly and
gives one to three hours per meeting in an

honorary capacity to the work. It has
disbursed in the vieinity of £50,000,
and what is the result? 1 ecandidly

admit that the result has not been too great,
but the fact remaing that prospecting is go-
ing on and the recent discovery at Glenelg
Hills is a direct resnlt of assistance rendered
by the board. If the fird at Glenelg Hills
turns out as well as it promises to do, it
will be impossible to judge iis value to the
State. It is hard to estimate what might be
done with the £50,000, but the faet re-
mains that boring operations are being con-
tinuved and the board is still funetioning.
The sunccess of the hoard’s work is largely
governed by the material with whieh it has to
deal. Tt is rather depressing to have to say
that the old prospectors are slowly but surely
dying out. It iz unfortunate for the State
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that that should be s0. An amount of
£100,000 has been provided for the electric
power station at East Perth. As one who
has been privileged to realise what eleetrie
power means to a community, I am of
opinion that that amount eould well have
been increased fo half a million

Hon, G. W. Miles: It is proposed to ex-
pend additional money on electrie generation
at Collie.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I was about to say
that it could well be increased to half a mil-
lion in the State. The sooner we convinece
ourselves of the value of electric power, the
hetter it will be. In the metropolitan area
the use of eleetric power is almost a luxury
whereas it should be regarded as a necessity
for lighting, heating and domestic purposes.
It can become a necessify of every home
only by cheapening the ecost and increasing
the turnover. YWhen one travels and sees
the henefits aceruing from the supply of
cheap power, particularly to lighten the
duties of the housewife, it is a revelation.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: It is the uten-
sils that should be cheapened. The charge
for current in Perth is very cheap.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The City of Win-
nipeg supplies power for lighting purposes
at 1vud. per unit. Think what it would
mean to the community if it could te sup-
plied at that rate here and nsed for heating
amd domestic purposes in every home.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: The City Council pay
the Government only half of that amount
for it.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I have been taking
some interest in the question of reduced
tramway fares in the metropolitan area.
There is only one logical way to tackle the
guestion, and that is on a flat rate basis.
The man who lives within 20 yards of the
Perth Town Hall should not be benefited at
the expense of the man who lives five mils
distant.

Hon. A. Burvill: Why not apply that to
the railways?

Hon. J. CORNELL: There is no analogy
hetween the two. The tramways have only
one class of work to do and that is to trans-
port passengers. The railways, on the other
hand, have to transport freight as well as
passengers. It is ridieculons that we should
have a penny section for the benefit of the
man living close to the city, while a man
living 2 few miles out should have to pay
a fare of 4d. or even 5d. In other parts of
the world eities with a population of 150,000
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have adopted the flut rate, and that rate
applies to cities having a population up to
5,000,000 or 6,000,000, There is one other
phase of the Loan Bill to which I wish to
refer and that is group settlement. There
is an item on the Loan Estimates for group
settlement amounting to £1,500,000. I am
given to understand that the total commit-
ments on group scttlements to-day run into
about £5,000,000. I ain not one who desires
to deery the State or to decry group settle-
ment, but I ventured this opinion some time
ago, that group settlements is one of the
greatest experiments ever attempted in Aus-
tralia. I have no wish to pose as an alarm-
ist, but when T meet*and converse with men
who are in a position to know, and who act
in administrative eapacities, and hear them
say they are fearful of this ever-inereasing
expenditure, T wonder then where it is all
going to lead and what return we shall get.
There is no. gainsaying the fact that althonugh
we are committed to this experiment it is
about time we called a halt and endeavoured
to bring a portion of the scheme to a ¢on-
dition of productivity. To go on as we have
been doing in the past without any true sense
of responsibility and realisation, is wrong.
I do not wish to appear as a carping eritie,
but I can see no immediate substantial ve-
turn from group settlements, nothing thal
will Lelp us lo reduce materially the imaports
of dairv produets from the Bastern States.
Remembering how the dairying industry was
established in the Eastern States, and know-
ing as we do how it heeame established in
Western Australia, we have lost sight of
this salient fact, that the psychology of the
generation of to-day is not the psychology
of the generafion of those days, when the
dairying industry was put en a sound foot-
ing in Victoria, New South Wales and
Queensland. Moreover, the couses that led
to the development of the industry or sound
lines in those States do not appear with uns
to-day. Tt was a necessity to undertake the
industry in those days. That was some 23
or 30 vears. If we made a retrospect of the
past we wounld find that the young people
of Australia are not prepared to do to-day
what the young people of Australia did 23
years ago. That is going to be the greatesf fae-
tor that would have to be overcome in
respeet to group settlements. I wish group
settlement every success, but for the life
of me I eannot see that the success is going
to be in any way commensurate with the
great outlay that has taken place. In my
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humble opinion, the position can only right
itself as we go along and as we profit by
experience. There was a time in the history
of group settlement—>Mr, Holmes, Mr, Gray,
Mr. Lovekin, and Mr. Moore were also of
this opinion—when I urged that the control
of group settlement, eonsidering the amount
involved, should be placed in the hands of a
capable trust or eommission, a body of ex-
perienced men who would have nothing else
to do but to organise and control the scheme.
The officers who have done all the work to
date cannot be expected to give to the scheme
the consideration that it deserves. I am more
than ever convinced that had the group set-
tlement scheme been administered from the
comwmencement in the way I suggest, the
money saved in a seore of different direc-
tions would have more than paid the high
salaries and other expenses incurred by the
appointment of such a commission. The
scheme is not going to be self-supporting
for many years. even though it is eapable of
greater expectations than I imagine. To-day
it is being administered by ofticials of the
various departments. Thére is a general
desire to cease that form of administration
and band the scheme over to the Agrieul-
tural Bank. The bank, it is generally ad-
mitted, is controlled at the present time by
three very capable men, but the scope of
the bank’s aecfivities is such that the trus-
tees are worked to the fullest possible ex-

tent. Fven at this late moment T urge that

the present poliey be overthrown and that
we appoinké full time men who are au fait
with all matters connected with an under-
taking of that character. T may be per-
mitted to make a comparison. Though we
have invested so much money in group set-
tlements, I venture the opinion that we
should use every endeavour to open up that
tract of country running from Narembeen in
a sonth-casterly direction and from Newde-
gate eastwards and lose no time in settling
people there. TIf we follow that course, that
part of the State will be a paying asseb
Iong hefore the south-western corner of the
State can be expected to show satisfactory
results. In conclusion I urge that simml-
taneously with the pushing ahead of group
settlement we should settle, wherever pos-
sible, the agricultural parts of the State,
all those parts that will give us a quick re-
turn, If we do that then such a policy must
prove a useful set-off against the poliey
heing adepted in the south-western part of
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the State where we shall not get full Lenefit
from the expenditure for perhaps another
20 years. I support the second readmng of
the Bill.

HON, C. F, BAXTER (East) [7.55]: The
ever-increasing borrowing that we are -
dulging in would alarm me were it noi for
the fact that practically all the money
to be raised by way of loan is io
be on this oceasion used for develop-
mental purposes. One cannot bunt eon-
gratulate the Government on their poticy 1n
that direction. We require a great many
ralways to open up the agricuttural parts
of the State. Indeed, looking at the list of
railway Bills, one is reminded of mushrooms
that spring up after an autumn shower.
One wonders what will happen early next
year. I was interested to hear Mr, Cornell
mention the position of Ravensthorpe and
the cost of transporting wheat from that
district to Fremantle. He told us that the
amount was 1s. per bushel. If that is cor-
rect, wheatgrowers at Ravensthorpe are en-
gaged on what must be an impossible pro-
position. If that is the expense that is
involved in removing wheat to Fremantle
then the farmers in that distriet renuire
heavy crops indeed before they can show a
profit.

Hon. G&. W. Miles: What about tranship-
ping it to Albany?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I do not know that
they would derive any advantage if that
were done. The difference in the cost would
not be so great. What the Government have
to face im this direction is the faet that there
are pood wheat lands in the Ravensthorpe
district, and efforts should be made to alle-
viate the position of the people who are
down there and assist them to make a sue-
cess of their holdings and so increase de-
velopment. That policy would mean that the
railway line which is now a losing proposi-
tion—a line that by the way has been termed
a mining line—would clear expenses and
perhaps eventually show a profit. I do not
agree with Mr. Cornell that we shonld call
a halt in our borrowing policy. We must
borrow if it is our desire to make any pro-
gress at all. There are paris of the State
at the present time where there are num-
bers of settlers who are in such a position
that they cannot make full nse of their land
until they get transport facilities. The con-
struction of railways would also influence
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development in many ways. We have large
areas of country that we must develop. We
are still up against it in respect of virgin
land for new settlers, It is improved pro-
perties that are being taken up to a con-
siderable extent at the present time,
That merely amounts to areas going from
one ownership to another, and it is not good
for the Statc. It would be mueh better if
we could make use of the vacant lands, but
we cannot do that until sueh time as we
build railways to open up our arens. There
are hundreds of thousands of acres not yet
touched by railways; a number of those areas
will in time be settled, but we ean only bring
about that desired result by a policy of rail-
way construction. I am pleased to see the
amount that has been set aside for agrieul-
tural water supply. T congratulate the Gov-
ernment on the policy they have adopted of
supplying water from rock catchment areas.
That policy will assist in development to a
considerable extent, and together with trans-
port facilities there should be a wonderful imn-
provement in the development of our lands.
A farmer cannot expeet to make much pro-
gress if he is tied to his land to the extent
of having to cart his produce a considerable
distance and in addition to have to cart waler
as well. He is not able to utilise his time in
the right direetion, that is, the prodmetion
of wealth from the soil. I was surprised to
hear Mr. Holmes speak of the Wyndham
Meat Works in the way he did. He said they
might just as well be closed, far all the good
they were. I am nstonished that a vepresen-
tative of the North speaking like that of
works that have been of so much benefit to
the North.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Of benefit to the men
who work in them.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: And to the beef
raisers as well. I am only sorry that my
small interest in the North is not located
close enough to the works to allow me to get
rid of my product. What are the beef raisers
doing about producing a proper class of
beef ?

Hon, . H. Gray: Very liltle.

Hon. C. F, BAXTER: 1 agvee that the
cost of the works has been too high. They
are over-capitalised. DBut T do not agree
that they should be closed. The men for
whom they were constructed ought to be

ashamed of themselves for net produeing the
right class of beef.
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Hon, J. J. Holmes: [ do not know whether
you know anyrthing about it, but you will find
that up there the tick ruins every herd.

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: That has to be com-
bated. We find the management of the
works has to handle bullocks of 450 lbs.
They cost just as mueh to handle as does a
zood weighty bulloek. How, then, can the
works show a profit.

Hon. G. . Rempton:
Ihs.?

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: Yes. "hat is a
very good averaze for Wyndham beef.

Hon. J. J. Hohnes: Absurd!

Hon. . FF. BAXTER: T wish Mr. Holmes
would go into the figures and see the weights
for himself. T am speaking of what I know.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You are talking about
the portions they export.

Hon. C. 1", BAXTER: 1 am referring to
the average killing weight. The works have
this in their favour, that they can get rid of
a class of cattle that they would not dream of
shipping. Some of the beasts could not even
be used Lor iinning; they are simply boiled
down. The Wyndham Meat Works have been
1 garsend to the people up there.

Hon (& W. Miles: A very expensive one.

Hon, C. ¥. BAXTER: Of course the
works are over-capitalised, and so the ex-
penses are far too high.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: They have not

Did you say 450

" been a godsend to the taxpayers.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The Government have
had to reduce the rent.

Hon. . ¥, BAXTER: If the right class
of catfle were produced there, the meat
works, although over-eapitalised, would not
show so great a loss each year. As to talking
about the heavy loss, what did members say
when I wanted sound administration for the
group settlements? Did they support me?
No, they sal silent, or, alternatively, they
enlled me a traitor and said I was not fit to
sit in the House. I said then that the capital
cost would run to £7,000,000. It has reached
£5,000,000 now, and we are only half way.
I was not deerying the group settlements, as
Mr. Holmes has deceried the Wyndham Meat
Works, but was merely out to put the ad-
ministration on a sound footing, for 1 real-
ised that group settlement was perhaps the
safest way of developing the South-West.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The Royal Commission
on which I sat reported on the gquestion
before you woke up to it
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Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I took my stand
ahout gronp settlement before any Royal
Commission was appointed to inguire into it.
All that the Royal Commission on which the
hon. member sat did was simply to back up
my statemenis and make the same recom-
mendations as I had previonsly made. Yet
when I made my statement, pelitically speak-
ing, I had not a friend in Western Austra-
lia.

Hon. J. Ewing: The Royal Commission
did not do much zood.

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: No, unfortunately
they did not.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Please allow
the hon. member to proceed with his speech.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER : There is not much
left to be said; in faet 1 have gone farther
than I intended. I am pleased to see the
amount the Government propose to raise,
for I realise it means so mueh to the de-
velopment of the State. YWe have the coun-
try and we must develop it. By continuing
the old policy of borrowing, the Government
show they are seized of the position and are
ready to take a step in the right direction.
I will support the seeond reading.

HON. SIR WILLIAM LATHLAIN
(Mctropolitan-Suburban) [8.5]): The debate
has been spread over a great number of
items, but I wwill confine my remarks to
those coming under the heading of “Otber
Undertzkings,” such as the State Twmple-
ment Works, the Boya Quarry, the State
Brickworks, the State Steamships, and the
State Sawmills, Some time ago an Act was
passed prescribing that no further moneys
were to be spent on State trading eoncerns
without the sanetion of Parliament.

Hon. E. H. Gray: What are von asked
for now?

Hon. Sir WILLTAM LATHLAIN: The
Bill is asking us to sanction a further
£259,500.

Hon. E. H. Gray: All the profits of the
concerns have gone into Consolidated Rev-
enue.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: Of
that amount, £170,000 is for the State
Steamship Service. I presume it is to pay
for the new steamer. Withont that amount
there is still £90,000 of loan moneys for
State trading eoncerns. This is to be bor-
rowed to be put into those coneerns. One
of those concerns, one asking for £50,000,
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is the Siate Sawmills. Idere is an adver-
tisement culled from the “Sunday Times”—

West Australian Timbers—Unequalled for
all building purposes. Place your orders
with The State Saw Mills gnd Joinery Works,
Miller-street, Carlisle (late Victoria Park
East). We carry full stocks of G.C. ironm,
builders’ hardware, floorings, linings, scant-
ling and joinery of every description. Our
Jjoinery is above all others for quality and
workmanship. Our earts deliver anywhere in
the metropolitan area. No order is too small
or too large for our modern plant to deal
with,

We are to borroew money in order to build
up the stocks of this concern. Under Item
83, on page G, it is proposed to borrow
£25,000 for the State Implement Works.
Looking at the talance sheet, we find that
this concern shows a loss for ile year of
£1,650. At the inception there was a ve-
duction of capital by £120,140. In =addi-
tion to that they had stock on bhand valued
at £78,715. If I were running a concern
like that and my manager came to me for
£50,000, I would say to him, “You have
£78,715 worth of stock. Take it out of
that.”

Hon. A. Burvill: What sort of stock?

Hon. Sir WILLTAM LATHLAIN: That
is what makes me suspicions. I fear the
stock is not worth the money, or they would
realise on it.

Hon. E. H. Gray: That is a very sevious
statement to make.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: And
it is very serious to borrow £50,000 to carry
on a concern that has £78,713 worth of
stock on hand. Now we get the Boya
Quarry, on page 92, T have had something
to do with quarries, for I was instrumental
in purchasing the quarry that the City
Council own to-day, Ever sinee, that guarry
has been run at a profit, and has provided
depreeiation and sinking fund.

Hon, B. H. Gray: Municipal socialism.

Hon, Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: Jn
the instance before us we find they have for
the year a net loss of £849 17s. 9d. The
aunditor, in his report, says—

Boya Quarry—The financial operations of
this undertaking for the 12 months ended
30th June, 1926, show a loss of £849 17e. 94,
and an aecumulated loss of £6.565 17s. 44. . .
Comparing the balance sheet with the previ-
ous year, which shows a loss of £3,367 14s, 54.,

and the loss this year of £849 17s, 9d., there
is an improvement of £1,517 16s. 84,

That is what they call an improvement.
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Hon. E. H. Gray: It is an improvement.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: An
improvement from bad to worse. Still they
bave the front to vome along and, under the
Bill, desire to borrow a further £1,000 to
carry on a concern that has shown a loss
of over £6,000. In my opinion it is borrow-
ing another thousand to throw inio the sink.
Then we come fo the State Brickworks, on
page 9+. They have on hand bricks valued
at £847 and they desire to borrow a furthey
£10,000.

Hon. E. H. Gray: How much profit have
they made this year?

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: 1 do
not care. JIunstead of borrowing money, let
them take it out of their profits. Then there
are the State Sawmills, on page 97. They
desire to borrow £50,000, probably to make
up the stock, out at Victoria Park, of sheet
glass, galvanised iron and builders’ hard-
ware. We are to borrow money to carry on
concerns like that! When we turn up their
balance sheet we find they have on hand
stocks valued at £203,307.

Hon. E. H. Gray: How much profit did
they make Iast year?

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: T do
not care. They have no right to berrow
money when they have thut amount sunk in
stoek. They should sell their stock instead
of horrowing money. Any sound organisa-
tion wonld be compelled to do that. But
hecanse they have the people of the whole
of the State ag shareholders, they think they
can horrow as much money as they like.
In the aggregate we are to borrow over
£90,000 to put into this eoncern, which in
the opinion of this House is contrary to the
hest interesis of the country. Then there
are other amounts for State hotels and tour-
ist resorts. Surely some of these concerns
ouzht to be able to find the whole of their
requirements out of the profits they make, in-
stead of our borrowing money to be spent on
frading coneerns. In my opinion it is a
grossly immoral proposition. 1 doubt
whether those from whom we are o horrow
the money would lend it if they knew that
it i= to be put into these concerns. T desire
specially fo draw attention to these items,
heeause T contend they are in direct oppo-
sition to the best interests of the people.
1 will not speak on the other items, beeause
other membhers have already dealt with them.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. J. Holmes: \Will you not draw
attention to the faet that they converted a
million of trust money?

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: We
know that £120,000 was written off the State
Implement Works by direction of the Mit-
chell Governmeni when Mr. George was
Minister for Works. Other members have
already expressed an opinion regarding the
other items.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You know they have
taken three-quarters of s million of trust
tnoney foi these trading concerns.

Hon. 8ir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: The
money written off the State Implement
Works, during the life of the Mitchell Gov-
ernment, came out of loan funds. It is com-
mereinlly immoral to borrow money for pur-
poses such as these.

On motion by Chief Secretary, debate ad-
journed.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the undermentioned
Bills:—

1, Reserves (No. 2).

2, Special Lease {Esperance Pine Planta-
tion).

3, Legitimation Act Amendment.

4, Public Education Acts Amendment.

, State Children Aect Amendment.
, Roads Closnre,

7, Navigation Act Amendment.

8, Justices Act Amendment.

%, Wire and Wire netting.

= it

BILL—SOUTH-WEST ELECTRIC
POWER.

First Reading.

Recvived from the Assembly and rvead o
first time.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY {Hou. J. M.
Drew-—Central) [8.20] in moving the second
reading said: This is a Bill to enable the
Municipalities of Bunbury and of Collie to
undertake, carry on and administer a large
eleciric power scheme for their mutual ad-
vantage. In the first plaee it iz considered
that with the provision of eleetric power on
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the spot the eost of working the Collie mines
will be very much cheapened. In the second
place, it is argued that transmission of elee-
trie power from Collie to Bunbury will save
the latter municipality the expense of re-
placing its present obsolete plant, and at
the same time confer great benefit on the
ratepayers. The matter was fully investi-
gated by a Committee appointed by Mr.
Seaddan when he was Minister for Railways,
and this Bill is largely based on its recom-
mendations. The two municipalities have
ecome to an agreement in connection with the
proposed undertaking and they have had
promises of assistance by way of loan from
the Government, The result is this Bill
which provides for the constitution of a
trust, for the construction, maintenance, and
management of the proposed works. The
Bill will enable the municipalities of Bun-
hury and Collic to establish an eleetrie light
and power house plant at Collie and fo vp-
erate within a radius of 40 miles of that
town. The trust 1s to consist of five mem-
bers, one of whom is to be appointed by
the Municipality of Bunbury, one by the
Municipality of Collie, and three by the Gov-
ernment. The term of office of members is
to be threc years, and the remuneration is to
be fixed by the Governor on the reecommenda-
tion of the municipalities. The trust is en-
dowed with all the ordinary powers of such
a corporation, as well as special powers
necessary for its purpose. Tt will be given
autharity even to the extent of impounding
the waters of the Collie river in the Minnin-
eup Pool. It is to be deemed a loecal au-
thority under the Public Works Aet, 1902,
and the provisions of that Aet are ineorpor-
ated in the Bill. Those provisions will en-
able it to resume land. The municipalities
will be empowered to raise a sum of
£110,000, subject, of course, to the provisions
of the Municipal Corporations Aet. Of that
amount £60,000 will be raised by the Collie
Municipality and £50.000 by the Banbury
Municipality. The State Treasurer is to
provide by way of loan an equal amount—
that is, £110,000—undeyr the [ndustries As-
sistance Aect. This will bring the total
amount up fo £220,000, which iz estimated
to be the probable cost of the works.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Who punts up the
money first?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The muni-
cipalities must put up the money first, and
the State will find pound for pound in the
shape of a loan, not a grant. Should the

[102]
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works cost more than £220,001}, as may hap-
pen, for sueh things have lLappened be-
fore——

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: What about
the Wyndham Meat Works for instance?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Then the
municipalities will have power to raise their
share in excess of that amount, and the
Treasurer’s contribution will be inereased
correspondingly on the pound for pound
basis, The Bill will enable the trust to issue
debentures to seeure advances to the muniei-
palities and the Treasurer. Provision is
made for the trust to supply electrie cur-
rent to the municipalities in bulk,

Hon. J. 4. Holmes: Who will have the
first charge on the assets?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The muniei-
palities and the Government will rank alike;
they will stand on equal terms. One of the
main reasons which actuated Mr. Seaddan in
appointing the committee, and, subsequently,
in the committee recommending the scheme
was & desire to advance the coal mmining in-
dustry, There will be a big market on the
spot for electrie power per medium of the
mines. Were it not for that faet, it is pro-
bable that the proposition might not have
reached the stage of legislative aetion, It is
provided that the trust shall pay interest on
debentures and provide an amount equal to
the annual contributions to the sinking fund
for the redemption of the loan and to liqui-
date the advanee received from the State
Treasurer. The sinking fmnd will be estab-
lished to elear off the amount i=sued by the
Treasurer and provision will be made for
a renewal fund. If there is any balance
after a renewal reserve fund of £50,000 has
been established, it will he divided between
the municipalities. The Bill shonld eheapen
production at Collic and be of great setviee
also to Bunbury. It must he remembered.
however, that if this Bill becomes an Act that
Act will be inoperative until the ratepayers
both of Burbury and Collic have given their
approval. They have to be consulted just the
same as they would have to te consulted. if
an ordinary loan was being raised. Until
the property owners of hoth muncipalities
have signified their assent, nothing can be
done. The loans ave subject to Part
XXIV. of the Municipal Corporations Aet,
except that the restrictions as to the amount
which may be borrowed do not apply, and
except also that it will not be necessary to
provide sinking funds for the repayment of
the loans during the first twe vears after
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they have been raised. Members represent-
ing the Bunbury and Collie districts will be
able to speak with some authority as to how
this legislation is regarded by their constitu-
ents, and as to whether it is likely to have
a good result from an economic standpoint
that its advocates foresee.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Is proviison
made for other municipalities to come in?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Is there any time limit
as to when the works should be started?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Until they
put up the money the Government will make
no advance. The whole thing rests with them.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Then they may never
go on with it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is the
business of the two munieipalities. It may be
decided not to take action immediately. That
is their coneern. If they do decide to go om,
and put up between them £110,000, it is ex-
pected that the CGlovernment will come to
light with & similar amount. From what I
can learn, every effort will be mads to bring
the question to speedy finality. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. J. BWING (South-West) [8.30]:
The Leader of the Iouse has clearly ex-
plained the provisions of the Bill, and it is
not necessary for me to speak at any length.
I wish to make a reference to the position
obtaining at the Perth power station, and tc
show how wonderfully that undertaking has
advanced in recent years, From figures I
looked up to-day I find that in 1922 the
consumption from that power station was 27
million units, whereas it is now at the rate
of 50 million units annuvally. That is an in-
crease of 46 per cent, during the brief period
of five years, and in itself is sufficient to
show how wonderfully the people of Perth
and the surounding districts appreciate the
benefits of electric power. The Bill before
us is one In which T am deeply interested.
Spesking this afternoon on the Loan Bill, I
referred to the advisability of seenring in-
formation on such matters as the subject of
this Bill. I referred to motions relaling to
a power scheme at Collie which I moved in
1920 and 1921. Those two motions either
lapsed or were. defeated, showing the small
amount of interest taken in the question at
that time. I was then advocating not the
smaller scheme which the Minister has now
submitted for our eonsideration, but a larger
scheme, which appealed to me, and which

[COUNCIL.]

should appeal to every member of the Leg-
islature and to every person in the couniry.
Great things must be done if we are to get
great results. The result of the larger scheme
would be a reduetion in the cost of elec-
tricity. When hon. members read and con-
sider what is going on in other parts of the
world, they must realise this. Let them bear
in mind what is bhappening in New South
Wales, where it is proposed to generate
electricity at under a farthing per unit,
transmitting it hundreds of miles. Let them
recall what has taken place at Morwell,
where electricity is generated and trans-
mitted to the city of Melbourne with highly
advantageous results. Let us also call to
mind what has been done in the same eonnec-
tion in the Old Country. T acknowledge
that it is not a good thing to look
a gift horse in the mouth. I am indeed
pleased that the scheme has come before us
in its present form, which is the nuecleus of
the big scheme. At the time I moved my
motions, the Mitchell Government, ineluding
Mr. Seaddau, told the advocates of the
scheme that it was not feasible because suffi-
cient eireulating water could not be obtained
in Collie. Mr. Taylor, the manager of the
Electricity Supply Department, took up that
position, and said on hundreds of oceasions
that in ten or fiftcen years it would be time
enongh to go into the business. 1 could mot
obtain anthority from this House to inquire
into the subject. ITowever, in 1923 Mr.
Seaddan lent ear to the proposal, and eon-
sulted with Mr, Taylor. The result was that
an examination was made of the Collie
River and considerable surveys were under-
taken.  Thereupon the Government were
satisfied that they would get at Collie not
only enough ecirenlating water for the scheme
now submitted, but enough for a scheme to
acnerate clectricity for the whole State of
Western Australia.

Hon. G. W. Miles: For the south-western
part of it, vou mean.

Hon. J. EWING: These facts show what
a sad thing it is when people express
opinions on something of which they know
nothing.  Those who have visited Collie
know what o wonderful pool of water exists
there, and how easily that pool ean be ang-
mented. Previous Governments turned a
deaf ear to the proposal, but those who
knew the position were aware what the re-
sults would he when the surveys were made.
The present Government have now brought
down this Bill, for which I thank them
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most sincerely. 1f hon members will
call to mind that it costy 13s. to transpori a
ton of coal from Collie to East Perth, they
will readily understand that the total eost
oceasioned by coal transport amounts to be-
tween £30,000 and £60,000 per annum—an
enormous expenditure. At the site of the
fuel is the place where power can be gener-
ated cheaply. That fact was discovered in
England during the great war, Hundreds of
thousands of pounds were lost by reason of
the scattered nature of power generation in
the Old Country. The generation has now
been concentrated, and the position is much
more satisfactory. The Chief Seeretary bas
get forth the details of the Bill, and I shall
not, endeavour to do so. In looking through
the report of the committee appointed to
inquire into the subject, I find that the cost
of the scheme is estimated at abont £216,000,
and that the scheme is expecied to pay prae-
tieally from its inception. When the genera-
tion of electricity is doubled, however, the
scheme is expected to retnrn ten per cent.
That will be in about twe years’ time. For
a commencement the scheme is only expected
to sell to the Collie mines and to the Collie
and Bunbury municipalities about four
million units per annum. That amount of
trade, it is estimated, will involve no loss.
But when th2 consumption is doubled, as is
expected in the eourse of two years, and the
scheme is generating and selling eight
million units per annun, decent dividends
will rvesult. As the Minister has said, the
scheme will ereatly improve the position of
Collie. It haz one feature which cannot be
regarded as an improvement, inasmuch as
some of the mines will have to scrap their
existing power plants. Some consideration
must be allowed for that. Rumours of all
sorts have been going about in the distriet
and in Perth, but 1 believe the trust to be
appointed under the Bill will be thoroughly
satisfaetory, and that no undue consideration
will be shown to any partienlar mine. I
believe, too, that tle securing of the necessary
fuel for generating power will be arrapged
on a sound, solid and fair basis. That mat-
ter, of egurse, will rest with those who may
be appointed to the trust. To me the trust
seems rather o lavge one, but I have no doubt
it will prove satisfactory. We owe a good
deal to those who have done the initiatory
work of the scheme—Mr, Wilson, the mem-
ber for Collie; Mr. Clark, Mr. King, Mr.
Williamson, the eleetrical engineer; and Mr.
Taylor, who js the prime mover in the whole
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business. It must be said fo the credit of
Mr. Taylor that when in the Old Country
recently he secured all neeessary plans and
specifications. Fe has everything in his
office ready to start the scheme to-morrow
morning. I have examined the plans, and
Mr. Taylor has also gone thoroughly into
the matter. Therefore, . when the £60,000
to be raised by the Bunbury municipality
and the £30,000 to be raised by the
Collie municipality are available, the Gov-
ernment will be able to advance the
rest of the money under the Indusiries
Assistance Act straight away, and there
need be no further delay. We may hope,
therefore, that the work will soon be in pro-
gress.  An interesting feature of the scheme
is that pulverised coal is to be used. Mr.
Taylor, when in the Old Country, went into
the question thoroughly and found that
pulverised coal was the most satisfactory
fuel for this purpose. We have a lot to learn
and a lot to gain from this generating
scheme, and I hope that before many
years it will be extended. TUnder the
Bill the aren of the scheme would ex-
tend from the town of Collie over a radius
of 40 miles; but the measure also contains
provision for extending the area in any direc-
tion and to any distanee the trust may con-
gider satisfactory. The people of Busselton
are already contemplating an extension.
Onee the schume reaches Bnsselton, it will go
to Bridgetown, and then throngh to Donny-
brook. It is also intended to go as far up
as Pinjarra, We chall find it very extensively
vsed in the Sounth-West.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: How far ig
Collie from Perth as the ecrow flies?

Hon. J. EWING: About 120 miies.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: An easy pro-
position. -

Hon. J. EWING: I d¢ not think there
will be any trouble whatever about the trans-
mission of swrrent from Collie to Perth. In
other parts of the world the loss in iransmis-
sion iz very small indeed. I hope the day is
not far distant when this nucleus of a
seheme, two units of the big scheme, will
prove so satistactory and produce eurrent so
cheaply that an extension will be made to
the City of Perth, and that all this enormous
expenditure whiech is now going on in the
City of Perth will cease. I hope hon. mem-
hers will receive the Bill well, and I extend
my thanks to the Government for their
prompt action. I did not think that go
speedily after the investigations of the Com-
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mittee the Governmeni would take the matter
up in a practical manner. The people of the
South-West appreciate very much what bas
been done, aud look forward to an era of
great prosperity trom the initiation of this
small scheme, which | hope will soen prove a
very large scheme.

HON, J. CORNELL (South) [840): 1
apologise to the House for risinz so fre-
quently during this sitting, bhut to my mind
the Biil is an extraordinary measure. Cer-
tainly it proposes an extraordinarily ingen-
ious method of financing., I have nothing
whatsoever to sav on the morits or demerits
of a eentral power station for Collie—so far
as I understand the subjeet, T approve of
the proposal-—but I certainly think the
method of financing the scheme requires a
good deal of investigation and a terrible
lot of explanation. It is proposed that to-
wards the cost of the undertaking £110,000
shall be raised hy the munieipalitics of Collie
and Bunbury, and that g further £110,000
shaill he advanced by the Government on the
security of debentures of the proposed trust.
The Bill also provides that if the amount
raised by the municipalities is not sufficient,
those said municipalities and the Govern-
ment can, so to speak, borrow ad limitum
until the sum required has heen reached.
The point T want to make is that under
Clause 14 of the Bili the Treasurer may, by
virtue of Part IIL. of the Industries Assist-
ance Act of 1915, advanee to the trust a
sum of £110,000.

Hon. J. Ewing: That is for the Govern-
ment,

Hon. J. CORNEIL: Yon, Sir, and T and
other members well vecall the introduetion
of the Industries Assistanee Act following
the calamitous vear of 1914. That Aet, if
hon. members will vefer to it, was intended
to operate for enly two years. The measure
was hecessitated by the disastrous drought
vear of 1914 and the great war. Tis prim-
ary purpose was to draw upon the Consoli-
dated Revenue fund for the purpose of keep-
ing on their holdings settlers who had been
overwhelmed by those calamities.  Really
the measure had no other purpese. The war
being upon us, and the commercial and fin-
aneial stability of the Empire heing in the
melting pot, was the sole reason for the en-
actment of lhat measure. During every ses-
sion from 1917 onwards we have had a short
Bill to eontibue the provisions of the In-
dustries Assistanee Aet nnder whiech ad-

[COUNCIL.]

vances have been made to farmers. Fur-
ther, we have had the spectacle of the Agn-
caltural Bank trustees, who functioned as
the Tndustries .Assistance Board, abselutely
refusing to grant settlers any assistance
whatever under the Act. The sole desire of
the previous Government, and of this Gov-
crnment, has been to wipe the Industries
Assistance Aet off the statute-book alto-
wether, It hon, members will throw their
minds hack over past vears they will realise
that the detinite object of that Aet was to
render assistance to the primary producers
of the State. The asgsistance rendered to the
mining industry under Part 3 of the Aect
kas been in proportion to the cost of a post-
age stamp to the Rothschild millions. Now,
in order to finance the trust at Collie, the
Industries, Assistance Act is being resorted
fo to find 50 per cent. of the money neces-
sary. Without the slightest hesitation I
allirm that the Industries Assistance Aet was
never framed for that purpose. In the
course of his reply, the Chief Seecretary
should tell the House what financial assist-
anee has been rendered under Part 3 of that
Avt to the mining and other industries, since
the inception of that legislation. I affirm
that snch assistance will be found to be a
mere bagatelle. Now we find ingenunity dis-
playved regarding the raising of the money
for the Collie trust. For some time past at
least iwo Governments have been endeavour-
ing, by devious and other means, to wipe
the Industries Assistanece Act off the statute-
hook, and yet the Government to-day are re-
sorting to that measure. The Bill has been
sprung upon the House and in order to pro-
vide the finanees necessary, the Government
have heen ohliged to stretch the provisioms
of the Industries Assistance Act to the full
oxtent of their elasticity. P’art 3 of the In-
dustries Assistance Aet comprises Section
24, which reads as follows:— )
(1) It shall be lawful for the Colonial
Treasurer to render financial assistance by
making advanees, or guaranteeing the repay
ment of advances to he made, to any persona
engaged in mining or any other industry, if
it is proved to bis satisfaction that in the
interests of the State such assistanee should be
given, and that it is not practieable for the ap-
plieant to obtain assistanee throngh the ordin-
ary financial channels. (2) Advances under
this section shall be repayable at such times
or by sueh instalments as the Colonial Trea-
surer may determine, with intercst at a rate
to be fixed by the Colonial Treasurer, but not
legss than six per eentum per annum, and

such interest shall be caleulated on the daily
balance. (3) Before making any advance the
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Zolonial Treasurer sball cnter into an agree-
ment with the applicant setting forth the
terme of the advance and the industry in
respect of which the advance is to be made,
ind shall take from the applicant sueh mort.
zage or other security for the repayment of
the advanee with interest as to the Colonial
Treasurer may seem fit. {4) The Colonial
Ireasurer may, in his Qiscretion, exempt any
iecurities under this Part of this Act from
stamp duty or registration fees,

[ have hurriedly run through the remaining
sections of the Aet, and I ean find no pro-
visions there that could be construed as au-
thorising the financing of & trust that is not
yet an entity. The money for which the two
muniecipalities will be responsible is not yet
available. Tn my opinion this proposal to
streteh the provisions of the Act is a moun-
strosity. As T interpret the Aet, it was in-
tended to extend assistance to live entities,
to established industries, or fo people en-
gaged in mining or some other industry. The
assistance rendered was to be commensurate
with the assets available.

Hon. E. H, Gray: Several co-uperative
companies have been assisted under that
Act.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The co-operative
eoncerns fo which money was advanced
were going Concerns.

Hon. H. Stewart: It would be acceptable
to know the names of these co-operative com-
panies. |

Hon. J. CORNELL: Probably the as-
sistance in those instances was given on the
same basiz as assistance was rendered the
primary producers, for it was realised that
without that help the eompanies, like the
farmers, would probably go out of husiness
altogether. I raise the point as it appeals to
me, and T will leave it to other hon. members
who are more conversant with {inancial mat-
ters than I am. 1 do not want to hamper or
hinder the scheme. On the contrary, T would
rather encourage the establishment of a
large central power station at Collie. But
I have a distinet objection to the provisions
of a statute being stretehed for uses other
than those for which it was intended. T will
leave the position in other hands more able
to deal with the sitnation than I am.

HON. SIR WILLIAM LATHLAIN
{Mectropolitan-Suburban) [8.523: T support
the second reading of the Bill because it is
a step in the right direction. In the course
of my first speech in this House. I dealt
with the question of electricity and nen-
tioned the fact that in England there was no
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question receiving more atteniion than that
of providing cheap eleetri¢ power. So much
so that I believe the British (fovernment have
erected five or six large generating stations
in various parts of England in order to sup-
ply the whole of the requirements of the
United Kingdom. In that respeet it has
been stated definitely, on the authority of
people interested, that there will be a saving
in England alone of over £6,000,000 per an-
num. In Western Australia there are hun-
dreds of plants generating electricity at
varying costs. [If it were decided to con-
centrate the growth of electric power in one
large station, a step would be taken in the
right direetion. The point I am somewhat
dubious about is the throwing of the respon-
sibility of the scheme on to two compara-
tively small local governing bodies. I hope
the time is not far distant when a scheme of
large proportions will be conswmnated at
Collie. I support the Bill because, in my
opinion, it represents a starting point for
such a scheme, and we will he able to learn
from the experience gained as a result of the
accomplishments of the Collie undertaking.
That will be of importanee in the ereation of
a larger scheme. As Mr, Ewing pointed out,
the carting of coal from Collie vepresents an
economie loss seeing that the power can be
developed at Collie itself. I support that
view, more particularly from the standpoint,
as 1 indicated during an earlier speech I
made on this point, that small coal that has
no commercial value at present conld be
utilised for the production of the power at
Collie. Apart from that aspeet, Collie is
particularly well situated for the transmis-
sion of power to the greater part of
the  southern portions of the State.
That power could be conveyed as far
as Northam and other towns in that
vicinity, and could also supply the re-
quirements for the whole of the metropoli-
tan aren. To-day high tension power ean he
carried with little loss over distaneces much
greater than that between Perth and Collie.
As to the establishment of the seheme at Col-
lie, T am very pleased because I have held
for many years that in the near future we
must contemplate the electrification of our
metropolitan railways. If we are to be sue-
cessful and keep np with the times, that task
nust be undertaken. In that event it will
be necessary not only to have cheap electric
power but to produce it in large quantities.
Turning to the points raised by Mr, Cornell
in the course of his speech just now. I eon-
sider members are entitled to some informa-
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tion regarding the manner in which the
money is to be borrowed. Will it be pos-
gible for both municipalities and the Govern-
ment to borrow money at 1 per cent., of
which we have heard so much lately? Will
the Government be able to borrow the funds
they require from the Migration and Devel-
opment Commission, whiech has £32,(00,000
to lend at 1 per eent.? If the Government
can borrow the money from that source ut
1 per cent.,, will the two municipalities be
compelied to pay & per cent. for meney bor-
rowed in 1he ordinary way? Mr. Cor-

nell mwade a  strong point when e
recerred to the fact that the scheme
from the Government standpoint was
to be financed onder the Industries

Assistance Act. During the debate on
the proposal to eontinue that Aet for a fur-
ther term, Mr. Nicholson asked thie Chief
Seeretary whether it was not time that that
Act should be allowed to become inoperative.
In the course of his reply the Chief Seeretary
stated that members of the Industries As-
sistance Board were fully seized with the
desire of Parliament and of the Government
to see the end of the operations under that
Aet at the earliest possible moment. Mr.
Cornell’s remarks had an important bearing
on that phase of the gnestion. We have been
led to believe that operations under the In-
dustries Assistanee Act will cease in the near
future. Every hon. member will agree with
the statement of the Chief Secretary when
he said that after the present bountiful har-
vest had been garnered, the amount remain-
ing on the books of the Industries Assistance
Board would be so small that they would
be, in all probability, transferred to the Ag-
ricultural Bank. In that event, the Chief
Secretary asserted, there would be no further
vse for the Indusiries Assistanee Aet. On
the other hand, if the Government are to
avail themselves of funds under that Aet
for the purposes set ont in the Bill, there
will be no finality to that Act.

Hon. J. Cornell: Why not raise the money
under a speeial Aect?

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: The
Bill will cast a great responsibility on the
two municipalities. T hope they will be able
to face it. I do not want the seheme to be
dropped even if the Government have to an-
dertake to find the whoele of the money, for
1 regard this movement as being in the right
direction. Th ecreation of sueh a scheme
will give us not only experience that will he
useful in providing power for Collie and
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Bunbury, and for the areas within the radiu
over which the scheme will operate, but i
will enable us to ascertain at what price elec
tric power can be generated at Collie. Th
generating of power is a very peculiar pro
position. If it costs £50 to produce, say
3,000 units, it is possible to produce 3,500
for about £55 and as the production is in
creased, the cost increases in a very muel
smaller ratio. I shall listen with interes
to the reply of the Chief Secretary as to th
manner in which the money is to be bor
rowed. If the municipalities are compelle:
to pay five per cent. or six per eent. for th
money, it will load the concern heavily
whereas if it is possible to secure the mone'
under the migration and development schem
at one per cent, it will be an easy matter fo
the municipalities and the Government.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North} [9.1]
This Bill eame before us only half an how
ago, but a hasty glance at it convinees m
that it requires the careful scrutiny of mem
bers. I am sorry that I cannot follow Si
Williamn Lathlain’s argument becaunse, abou
the time this Bill was being introduced n
another place, Sir William Lathlain was at
taeking State trading concerns and telling
us he was not prepared to allow anothe
penny to be invesied in them,

Hon. E. H. Harris: Now you are on :
good topie.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Yet just before St
William sat down he said he was preparet
to see the scheme initiated and the Govern
ment to find the whole of the £220,000 t
establish, what? Another trading concern
the south-western portion of the State.

Hon. E, H. Gray: A public utility.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I am not prepare
to authorise the Government to pravide th
whole amount or to provide half the mone)
as suggested in the Bill. First of all there i
no time limit stipulated ir which the muni
cipalities shali enter upon and ecom
plete the undertaking. Tf the muni
cipalities obtained the concession unde
this Bill they could sit down and pla;
dog-in-the-manger by keeping everyone els
out. If we do nothing else, we shounld inser
a time limit within which they must star
operations or allow someone else to do so
The next otjection is that though the Bil
mentions a sinking fund it does not stab
what the amount shall he.  Anyome whe
looks through the Anditor General's repor
must be convinced that the time has arrived
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vhen Perliament should stipulate the amouant
f sinking fund to be provided and insist
:bat it is provided each year.

Hon. J. Ewing: Quite right, too.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES : Another point was
‘hat raised by Mr. Cornell—the advancing of
;he money under the Industries Assistance
Act, which statute has already been strained
seyond all reason. The Industries Assist-
ince Act provides that the Government shall
mter into an agreement with the person con-
serned, who has an asset, and shall take a
nortgage over the asset to secure the
tepayment of the money to the State.
This Bill does nothing of the kind. It pro-
poses that the Government shall simultan-
sously put up £110,000, and if that is not
sufficient—the Chief Secrefary suggested
that it would not be sufficient—who will find
the difference? The Government will come
in again pound for pound with the muni-
sipalities to complete the scheme, Though
there may be advantages under the Industries
Assistance ‘Aet, that measure involves dis-
advantages also. Sir William Lathlain re-
ferred to £70,000 or £80,000 worth of machin-
ery at North Fremantle that could not be
sold. In our Royal Commission inquiry
on group settlement we learnt that,
when a man was free from the Industries
Assistance Board, he was able to buy his
harvesters and ploughs from people who
knew how to manufacture them; but when
he was under the beel of the Industries As-
sistance Board and not likely to be able to
pay, the board insisted on his taking agri-
cultural implements from the State works.
Some of the machinery referred to by Sir
William Lathlain may be worked off on the
Collie people, hecause they would be under
the heel of the Industries Assistanee Board
and would have to buy it.

Hon. J. Ewing: They could not supply
the machinery that would be required.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: To show that we
must be careful as to these advances, let me
refer members te page 45 of the Auditor
General’s report, which shows that £228,000,
principally assistance, represents the total
of wvarious amounts written off Now
we are asked to sanction an advance
of £110,000 to people who at the
present time have no assets whatever. I
gather that the manager of the East Perth
power station, Mr., Taylor, is in favour of
this scheme. I think it was mentioned that
he is in favour of the bigger scheme of gen-
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erating the power at Collie and transmitting
it to Perth.

Hon. J. Ewing: I did not say that.

Hen. J. J. HOLMES: I ean carry my
memory back to the time when Mr. Colebatch
occupied the Minisierial bench and I think
that Mr. Taylor, acting under him, was en-
tirely opposed to producing the current at
Collie and transmitting it to Perth. When
we have a Minister in power who is opposed
to the scheme, and the chief officer opposes
it, and then when we have a Minister
who is favourable to the scheme and
the chief officer supports it, well, one
is apt to discount his opinion and
suggest that further inquiry is neces-
sary. I gather from people who have come
from the Eastern States to embark on sec-
ondary industries in this State that the one
redeeming feature is the cheap power sup-
plied in Perth as compared with that sup-
plied in the Eastern States. In view of that
faet we should be carefnl before we embark
or additional large expenditure to produce
chenper power. We are supplying power
cheaply cnough to induee people to come
here from the Eastern States, and while we
have so muech back country to open up, the
money could be used to great advantage
there. 1 suggest that the Bill is worthy of
close serutiny hefore members decide to sup-
port it.

HON. G. W. MILES (North) [99]: I
am rather disappointed with my rapid glance
through the Bill. I thought that the Gov-
ernment were bringing forward a scheme
to generate power at Collie and supply the
whole of the metropolitan area.

Hon. J. Ewing: That is what it ought to
be, of course.

Hon. G. W. MILES: That is what it ought
to be. This Bill will require carefnl consid-
eration. It is not even a commencement of
the big scheme, If we undertake the hig
scheme, this one will have to be serapped.

Hon. J. Ewing: Not at all.

Hon. G. W, MILES: That is what the hon.
member says.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: Every undertaking
of tbe kind must have a start.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Yes, but it must
start on right lines.

Hon. J. Ewing: This one is being started
on Tight lines.

Hen. G. W. MILES: Let me fivst direci
attention to the definition of district. For
the purposes of this measure a district, to
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be known as the South-West Electric Power
District is hereby constituted, and such dis-
triet shall comprise all land situaled within
a radins of 40 miles from the town hall af
Collie. That is all right tor this Bill, but
what will happen if the Government wish to
start a power secheme at Collie and transmit
the current to Perth? 1 do not agree with
Mr. Holmes's view. At present we haul the
coal from Collie to ’erth and generate the
current cheaply. I we ean generale it still
more cheaply at Collie, the scheme at East
Perth should be serappeil and a power honse
established at Collie. What will happen i
we start a big scheme at Collie to supply
Perth and electrify the railways?  The
concluding clause in the Bil! reads—

Nothing in this Act shall be deemed to
affect the powers conferred on the Cowmis-
gioner of Railways under the Government
Electric Works Act, 1914, or to prevent the
(Commissioner of Railways from at any time
erecting a generating station within the.dis-
rriet and iransmitting eleetricity therefrom
to any part of the State; but the Commis-
sioner of Railways shall not supply elec-
tricity within the distriet except for railway
or other Government purposes. or to the
trust.

That means that when the Government start
the big scheme they will be unable to supply
enrrent within the distriet.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: Within 40 miles of
Collie.

Hon. Gi. W. MILES: That is so, exeept
for railway or other Governmen} purposes
or for the trust. We should serutinise that
¢lanse earefully before we agree tfo it
Clause 17 stntes that the trust may within
the district impound, divert and take the
water of the Collie River and the Minvingup
pool, and construet and maintain all such
works as may be deemed by the frust to be
necessary or expedient for the purpose
What is going to happen when the Govern-
ment embark upon the biz scheme and want
a water supply?

Hon. J. Ewing:
the ~ame.

IMon. G, W, MILES:
Fave conirol of it

Tlon. W. H. Kifson: To which scheme are
vou veferving !

Hoa. 3. W MILES: The hiz scheme that
I hope o <eo inangurated shortly. This is
rush lezislation. We get it every session,
The Standing Drdere are suspended and Bills
of this de<crintion are mshed throngh.

Hon. J. Ewing: This Bill ix harmless.

They will have it just

No. the trust will
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Hon. (. W. MILES: Tbat may be th
hon, member’s opinion, but I urge member
to consider it very carefully- before the;
agree to it.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: It is very far-reaching

Hon. G. W. MILES: The Bill does no
say whether the chairman shall have a cast
ing vote or not. That shows how hurriedl;
the Bill has been prepared. Clause 9 pro
vides that when the chairman is absent fron
any meeting the members present shall ap
point one of their number to be chairmar
to act doring such absence, and he shal
preside and have a casting as well as a de
liberative vote. That is when he is absent
When he is present there is nothing to show
whether he iz to bave a casting vote or a
deliherative vate only.

Hon. J. R. Brown:
that?

Hon. G. W. MILES : 1t should be elearly
stated. The Bill has been rushed in and the
House should consider if very carefully be-
tove agreeing to it.  As to finaneing the
scheme and the point raised by Mr. Cornell,
if the Bill reaches Commitiee the provision
that the Treasurer shall advance money
under the Industries Assistance Act should
be deleted. Not only this session but every
session for the last six or seven years we
Lave argued the point whether the Indus-
tries Assistance Aet should be allowed to
continue. It hag been pointed out that the
Chief Seeretary stated in reply to Mr.
Nieholton that the Government were anxious
to have the Industries Assistance Aet final-
ised, hut they now bring down another Bill
that will perpetuate the Act for all time.
There i3 no consistepey at all in that. As
M. Holmes has pointed out, there is no
provision for interest or sinking fund. The
House at any vate should know what rate
the Government are going to charge. There
is too much of this kind of business of not
submitting enough information to members.

Why worry aboul

HON. E. ROSE (South-West) [9.16]: It
affords me great pleasure to support the
second reading of the Rill. This Bill has
hecn asked for for some eonsiderable time
and it has been discussed very freely in the
Soutl-West. We have had the assistance of
My, Taylor who, heing 2 qualified man,
should know what the cost is going to be.
The scheme, when put into operation, will
have a biz bearing on the industries of West-
ern Australia, not only those in the South-
West hut thronghout the State. Superphos-
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phate works are to start in Bunbury and
these will take a great quantity of ewrrent, A
flour nuill which has been closed down be-
cause it bas not been able to get cheap power
will start operations again. There are dozens
of other secondary industries that will
spring into existence as the result of the
provision of cheap current and all these will
prove of great benefit to the State. M.
Miles quated Clause 3 which constitutes the
power district and sets out that it ghall com-
prise all land situated within a cirele with a
radius of 40 miles from the town hall of
Collie. He did not, however, read the pro-
viso which states that the Governor may by
proclamation cxtend the boundaries of the
distriet. The Government can, if necessary,
extend the boundaries to Perth. In Victoria
to-day eleetricity is being generated at a
very cheap rate and it is being conveyed
hundreds of miles. Why cannat we do the
same here? I agree with My, Miles that this
should be the largest scheme and that Perth
should be connected with it.

Hon. J. Ewing: The 40-miles radins is
a good start.

Hon. E. ROSE: We shall have our rail-
ways electrified in the course of a few years
and it will be possible then to run them at a
cheaper rate than is the case at the present
time. .

Hon, . W. Miles: They will surely not
allow Collie and Bunkury to supply elee-
trieity for our railways.

Hon. E. ROSE: The power house here
will be the distributing centre. Why not
have a power scheme capable of gen-
erating electricity for our railways? The
scheine at Collic should receive general
support. The only exception that may
be taken to the Bill is on account of
the method of raising the money. 1 would
rather see the Government advance the £220,-
000 to the trust and make Bunbury and
Collie responsible for half the amount. I
congider that the Government can borrow
a large sum like that at a cheaper rate of in-
terest than it is possible for the munieipali-
ties to do. I consider it is the duty of the
Government to go to the assistance of these
municipalities to produce cheap power for
the whole of the South-West. Qnuite a num-
ber of townships are sitnated within 40 miles
of Collie and these will be served by the
power station there. There are, for instance,
Narrogin, Donnybrook, Harvey and Bruns-
wick, and it should not be long before ex-
tensions are made to other places. Second-

ary industries will spring up and these will
provide employment for a number of men
who to-day are without work. There arc
hundreds of men who are not snitable for
work on the land. Those men could be em-
ployed in secondary industries which
are bound to spring np as the resuit
of the inanguration of this scheme.
Exeeption has been taken by Mr. Cor-
nell to the method of raising the money.
I do mot know whether the LA.L.
can advance this money. I am under
the impression that it ought to be possible to
obtain this money under the Trade 1acilities
Act at 1 per cent. If we could possibly get
the money at that rate of interest it wonld
make a very hig difference to the working of
the scheme. The Chief Secretary, T hope, will
be able to tell us whether the scheme can be
operated so that we may be able to pet cheap
money. 1 am confldent that after the scheme
has been in aperation for four or five years
it wilt easily pay interest and sinking fund,
for the quantity of current io be consumed
will increase at the same rate as has been the
case in Perth. I ask members to support
the Bill. We all know perfectly weill that
cheap power has materially helped all indus-
tries. Machinery worked by electricity re-
duces the cost of production comnsiderably,
and in this respeet the position in Western
Australia should be no exception to the
rule.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East} [9.22]:
We have recognised the necessity for estab-
lishing a generating station at the source of
supply and the proposal we are now con-
sidering will attain that resnlt. I have been
examining the returns of the BEast FPerth
power station and I find that there they
guote the generating costs in the region of
.9d. per unit. We have to recognise that the
cost of fnel alone at Kast Perth is just double
what it would be at Collie because of the
eost of conveyance, and when we realise that
that cost will be entirely eliminated by the
establishment of a plant at the source of the
coal supply, and that there will be other
economies effected by the nse of pulverised
cozl, we can easily understand that it will be
possible to gencrate carrent there muech more
cheaply than it is possible to do in Perth.
There is another point, and it is that exist-
ing plans provide for an extension of oper-
ations. It is recognised that this is only a
beginning, that althongh the plant is to be of
5,000 kilowatts, the demand for eurrent will
ingrease to sueh an extent, after practical re-
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sults have demonstrated what it is possible
te do in the way of producing cheap power,
that it will he necessary to extend the opera-
tions. By putting in a most up-to-date
plant power will be generated by using pul-
verised fuel as the source of energy. Won-
derful results have been obtained in Ameriea
by using this class of eoal., Sir William
Lathlain referred to the advantages obtained
from the law of increasing returns, He re-
eognised that the larger fhe generators nsed.
the more power will be produced and the
cheaper will be the cost of genmerating it.
There is an aspeet of the ease that has nat
vet been dealt with. It is recogmised that
Western Australia, of all the States, has the
greatest possitdlities in the way of establish-
ing manufactories. I understand that inves-
tigations have already been made with
the idea of utilising the cheap power
obtained from the fuel we have at
Collie and using the raw material
in chemical manufactories. There has been
a great advance in chemieal manufactures
in recent years by utilising electrieal heat,
Many chemical manufactures require careful
heat control to complete the reactions, and
it is recognised that this is the best way to
maintain the heat satisfactorily. There is an
additional inducement offered to the hig
chemieal firms coming to Western Australin
to take advantage of the cheap cur-
rent for heating ag well as for newer
purposes. I consider it is one of the
wisest steps that have been taken to-
wards advance and progress in Western
Aunstralia. The matter, moreover, should
very properly eome within the scope of the
Migration and Development Council beecause
it will be recognised that by supporting large
works of this deserption we are provid-
ine employment, and men engaged In
technical work in the Old Country ean eome
out here and follow their trades. With re-
gard to transmission costs it has been found
that under the fine climatie conditions that
exist in Western Australia, our losses would
be much less in the transmission of eurrent
from Collie to Perth than would be the case
in other parts of the world. If we examine
the report of the Railways Commissioner we
will find that transmission losses were under
10 per cent. In faet, 8.3 per cent. was the
result obtained in 1926 with voltages of
20,000. If the transmission is at a much
higher voltage then the loss should be much
less. I understand that 7 per cent. would
be recognised as a reasonable firure under
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these conditions. If we take the ratio of loss
through transporting fuel as againsi the
loss of 7 per ceat. in transmitting current we
will recognise the tremendons advantage te
be gained by generating at the pit’s mouth
and transmitting at the voltages now in com-
mon use elsewbere. The Bill 1s a step in
the right direction and I will give it my sup-
port.

On motion by Hon. W. J. Mann, debate
adjourned.

BILL—LEGAL PRACTITIONERS’ ACT
AMENDMENT,

Lgsembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Couneil.

BILL—DRIED FRUITS.
Inn Committee.

Resumed from the 9th December; Hon. J
Cornell in the Chair; the Chief Secretary ir
charge of the Bill.

Clause 4—Dried Fruits Board (partly eon.
sidered) :

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 5 to 15—agreed fo.
Clause 16—General powers of the board:

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: T have on the
Notice Paper an amendment, but on furthe:
consideration I fnd there will be ample
power for the board to act in the directior
aimed at by my amendment. Therefore 1
will not move it.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 17 to 35, Title—agreed to.
Bill reported withont amendment, and the

renort adopted.

Third Reading.
Read a third time and passed.

BILL—-HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 10th December

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M
Drew—Central—in reply) [9.41]: It ha¢
been my intention to reply at some lengtl
to Sir William T.athlain's speech in eriticisn
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of the measure, However, after a careful

examination of the Bill Sir William, I ar

pleased to say, has withdrawn his oppesition

to it. .
Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Commitiee without de-
bate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read and third time and passed.

BILL—MANJIMUP-MOUNT BARKER
RAILWAY.

First Reading.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER {(Hon.
J. W. Hickey—Central) [9.45] in moving
the second reading said: Bills of this de-
seription give one a lot of satisfaetion, more
espeeially when they deal with ratlway trans-
port.

Hon. E. H. Harris: They give a lot of
satisfaciion when the railway is built.

The HONORARY MINISTER: This also
deals with the development of the agricul-
tural industry. I snggest that members look
well at the plan hanging on the wall. Tkey
will see that this line is closely connected
with the Boyup Brook-Cranbrook line. The
advisory board state that the Boyup Brook-
Cranbrook, the Pemberton-Denmark and the
railway under discussion will, when con-
strueted, serve a huge tract of country be-
tween the Great Southern railway and the
sea. I have not a great experience of that
part of the State, except the first por-
tion of that over which the line is
to be constructed. The report of the
board deals +with these three railways,
which have been gone into closely. It
is estimated that when they are con-
structed, the whole of this part of the State
will be well served. The line will be about
a hundred miles in length. No doubt it will
be a big undertaking, but it should be effec-
tive. The board were very much impressed
with the elass of ecouniry to be served, par-
ticularly as to its possibilities for eloser
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settlement. Fvery proposal that is connected
with closer settlement must receive the sup-
port of the community in general. The total
area of country between Manjimup and Mt.
Barker, within a profitable radius of the line,
is 1,800,000 acres. The important factor is
that the greater proportion of this area is
Crown land. The hoard assnines that 800,000
acres will not be available for settlement, as
it will be required for permanent timber
arcas. There thus rewnains an area of a
million aeres suitable for settiement. This
consists of first elass land, and second class
land which can be turned into valuable pas-
toral country. This land requires railway
facilities before it ean be properly developed.
We know thut many North-West squatters
have thought it advisable to take up country
in the southern parts of the State. That was
prohably one ot the factors taken into con-
sideration by the board when they looked
into this question. On the hasis of 400 acres
per settler this line should provide homes for
2,500 people. That represents a big asset to
the State. The board are of opinion that the
opering up of this distriet in the way pro-
posed is fully warranted. When these three
lines are buill they will be approximately
25 miles apart, and no portion of the district
to Le served will be more than 12145 miles
from a railway. 1t has for years been main-
tained that profitable farming cannot he
carried on beyond a radius of 1214 miles
from a railway, but, notwithstanding the de-
velopments that have lately occurred in the
way of motor Lransport, it is felt in this
case that the 1%34-mile radius should be pre-
served. 1n the past this portion of the State
Liag bad its development retarded becaure of
the Inck of railway facilities. The lines T
have mentioned have been talked of for many
years, but to-day they are within a reason-
able distanee of being built. I have gune
into all aspeets of the matier, and do not
know of any argument that can be used
azainst the construction of this railway. I
am sure I shall have the support at least of
Mr. Burvill and Mr. Ewing. Perhaps the
report of the advisory board may tend to
inflaence members in favour of the Bill. The
report is as follows:—

Ap instructed, the Railway Advisory
Board have made an inspection of the eoun-
try between the Bridgetown to Manjimup
railway, Boyup Brook and the Great South-
ern railway, with a view to reporting on the
best route to be adepted for a railway to
open up the ecountry between Bridgetown
and Mt. Barker. During the inspection the
board interviewed representative settlers at
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Boyup Brook, Cranbrook, M. Barker, Frank.-
land River, Corbalup and Manjimup, many
of whom came considerable distances to put
their views before the hoard and from whom
much valuable information was obtained as
to the capabilities of the country exawmined.
For about 20 miles Bouth-East of Boyup
Brook the eountry is well settled with very
little Crown lands available for selection,
while the same state of affuirs cxists for
about 30 miles West of Cranbrook and about
12 to 15 miles west of Alt. Barker. The te-
mainder of the arca is sparsely scttled, due
no doubt to remotencss from railway faeili-
ties. The board were very favourably im-
pressed with the class of country travelled
over, and, while it has to be admitted that
a considerable portion of the large arca be-
tween the Bridgetown and Greatr Souihern
railways and Kojonup and Denmark railways
must be looked wupon as second class, are
satisfied from an inspeectien of departmental
plans and from personal observation thai
there ig a very large area of first class laud
that, in conjunetion with the second class
country, is admirably adapted for darying
and allied industries, while the well watered
nature of the country and the fine limate
render it well soited for close settlement.
Th~ total area of country between Manjimup
and Mt. Barker outside the 123 mile radios
from existing railways and exclusive of that
to be served by the authorised Pemberton-
Denmark railway, is about 1,800,001 acres,
the greater portion of which is Crowa lands.
Assuming 800,000 aeres to he not avmlahle
for agricultural settlement being either nat
suitable for that purpose or required for
permanent timber reservations, there romains
an area of about 1,000,000 acres of land :nit-
able for settlement consisting of first class
land and second class land that can be turned
into valuable pasture country but which re-
quirea railway faeilities before it cuan he
profitably developed. _On a bagis of 400 acres
per settler this should provide for 2,500 hold-
ings. The board have given the maiter ihe
fuilest consideration and are decidedly of the
opinion that the opening up of this distriet
by railway is well warranted. Tt is obvious,
however, that it would be impossible to serve
such a large district by the construction of
one railway only, and two (2) lines will be
required at approximate distances apart of
from 20 to 25 miles, which, with the con-
gtroction of the Pemberton-Denmark railway
will completely serve the whole of the coun-
try between the Bridgetown and Great South-
ern railways and the South Coast. Mr.
Anketell, a member of the board, hus made
further investigations since the board’s visit
to the district and has located approximately
the two (2) routes with ruling grades of
1 in 60. If this district is to be opened up,
the board recommend the construetion of

 Tight railways from Boyup Brook to Cran-

brook and from Manjimup to Mount Barker,
cach a length of about 107 miles, as shown

" in blue lines on attached lithograph, at an

estimated cost of about £2,300 per mile.
(Bigned)—John P. Camm, Chairman; R. T.
Anketell; W, J, Lord; Geo. L. Sutton.
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It is possible that the cost will be greater
than estimated under different circumstanees.
Even so, the end will justify the means. We
are warranted in passing a Bill for the
construction of an agricultural railway such
as this in the South-West, which was in 1he
limelight during the recent visit of delegntes
from oversea. [ have placed hon, membesrs
in possession of the views of the Railway
Advisory Board, and have pleasure in mov-
ing—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. A BURVILL (South-East}
f10.10): | support the Bill. The line in
auestion is one of the nost promising rail-
ways ever proposed in this State, and will
run through some of the best eountry we
have for group scttlement. The rainfall ab
Mount Barker is about 28 inches, and in-
ereases towards Manjimup, where it is some-
thing over 35 inches. Therefore the whole
of the country which the Iine will serve is
well watered.

Hon. E. H. Harris: All along the route?

Hon. A. BURVILL: Yes. I need say
little about the land after what the Minister
has quoted from the Railway Advisery
Board's report. THowever, I may cite a few
statisties of what has been done within a
radins of 12 miles from Mount Barker.
Hon. members are aware that in the Mount
Barker district muceh fruit is grown. The
export of apples in 1911 totalled 5,600 cases.
It takes some lime to establish an orchard,
and in 1925 the Mount Barker distriet ex-
ported 110,000 eases of apples. Last seasen
the export was 90,000 cases, The season was
bad by reason of a hailstorm, which des-
troyed a large percentage of the fruit. Apart
from exports, the State’s consumption of
apples is 25 per cent. more than the quan-
tity shipped away. The Mount Barker fruit-
growers, witheut any Government aid what-
ever, have established cool stoarge and pack-
ing sheds to the value of £32,000. On the
route to Manjimup there is a great deal of
the same class of country as that at Mount
Barker. Within the radius of 12 miles to
which I have referred, the residents have
during the last few years discovered that it
is not a zood thing to depend on one product
alone. They lave therefore gone in increas-
ingly for sheep and for top-dressing pas-
ture. Within that radius there are now some
10,000 or 12,000 sheep, and the increase
during recent years has been at the rate of
25 per cent. annually. The Mount Barker
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district, like every part of the State, con-
tains some poor land; but on the route of
the proposed line there is less second elass
country than in any district I know. Some
of the poorest ¢lass of ironstone country ia
the Mount Barker distriet, carrying only one
sheep to ten acres, can now earry two sheep
to the acre as the result of top-Jdressing.
Much better than that ean be done on the

better-class land. The country Detween
Mount Barker and Manjimup is timber
country practieally all the way. Wheat

tavmers would term it heavy forest country,
but Denmark or Pemberton residents would
consider it lightly timbered eountry. 1t ad-
joins the whent helt up to the South-West,
being practically border eountry. Fifty
miles out from Mount Barker I have seen
three or four sorts of grapes growing, and
also other truit. The couniry also grows
potatoes. A little settlement existed there
nearly 90 years ago, and some 60 or 70 years
haek the tirst wheat grown near Albany was
grown at Forest Hill. The country is par-
ticnlarly adapted for group settlement. The
Honorary Minister has said that it takes on
the average 400 acres to make a farm in this
claxs of country, while in the Tdenmark and
TPemberton distriets it takes only 160 acres.
A special advantage of the land on the route
of this railway is that it carries a native
vrass, and is not serub country like the South-
West, Therefore, as soon as a holding is
fenced in, a eertain amount of feed is avail-
able for stock. This is an immense advan-
toge. As the timber is not so close as in
the South-West, the present methods of
rough enltivation and top-dressing make it
possible to get feed grown ns soon as a hold-
ing is pat inte operation. Many of the older
settlers persist that there is special advan-
tage in this country, as, nct being quite so
wet as the Sonth-West, it can be more readily
ot under grass. Although in time to come
the country turther south, towards Pember-
tun and Manjimup, may prove more valua-
hle, our aim is lo settle lands from which the
tarmer will soon be able to obtain returns
and thus repay the initial cost, whieh is a
Iarge factor in land development.  This par-
ticular railway formed part of the original
scheme formuiated by Sir James Mitehell
when his group scttlement proposals were
inangurated, I have always thought that
thiz should have been the first railway to
he constructed for group settlement pur-
poses. T am satisfied from what T have seen,
that the line will traverse the hest elass of
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country for that purpose, and that we shall
reeure retarns quickly, I support the second
reading of the Bill,

HON. W. J MANN (South-West)
[10.16): 1 have much pleasure in supporting
the second reading of the Bill. I know the
country that will be traversed by the railway
and I believe that the line is quite justified
and that it will rapidly become a paying
proposition. Tt is a good many years since
1 first went through the country, buf I recol-
leet some 20 years ago the late Mr. Frank
Wilson telling me that he had travelled right
through this belt nf country and that it was
destined to be n very rich part of the State.
A portion of the land is classified as second
class, but that area is mueh superior to some
that is elassified ns frst class in other States.
There ave many rich flats and some very
valuable swamps. T believe that eountry is
capable of earrying not only large numbers
of cattle and sheep, but of growingz great
yuantities ol produce. There is no part
of the State that is more adapted for
the growing of subterranean eclover and
the other grasses that are now transforming
the South-West and making it possible, as
Mr. Burvill sugeested, for land that formerly
cavriedd one slieep to 10 acres, to carry one
sheep to the acre. There is no necessity for
me to enlarge upon the good qualities of the
country at this late honr of the sitting. Had
I not been personally acquainted with the
country T woull not have taken up the time
of the Honse. T have travelled over it on
horsehack and by veliiele, and I have every
confidence in recommending the Bill to the
Howse.

BON. W, T, GLASHEEN (South-East)
[10.18]: When the Bill is passed, T hope it
will not smifer the fate that many others have
experienced in the past. Years after they
have been authorised, the lines have remained
unbuilt for indefinite periods. I trost
the railway will be constructed speedily.
l.ike other bhon. members, T have an intimate
knowledge of the country that will be trav-
ersed and T know the class of settlers who
will be served Ly it, ¥From both standpoints
the prorosition is quite all right. T do not
know whether T understood the Honorary
Minister arizht when he szid that at present,
it was possible to farm great distances from
railways hecause produee eould be taken .to
the line by means of molor trucks. If that
was what the Honorary Minister asserted, T



2962

differ from him. While it is quite possible
to get prodoce from greater distanecs to our
railways, the main consideration is the ques-
tion of cost. Tu the light of the experience
T in common with others have had, I know
we have not yet solved the problem of trans-
porting wheat by means of motor trucks over
any distance greater than 12%% miles from a
railway, Howeier, I hope the Bill will be
agreed to and that the line will be speedily
constructed.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [10.20]:
I wish once more to protest against the ac-
tion of the Grovernment in bringing down
proposals such as that now before us, at this
late hour of the session. I ean take hon.
members back five years when we had a
special session of Parliament to authorise the
construction of a line between Pemberton
and Denmark. That railway has not been
constructed yet!

Hon. H. Stewezrt: Ts it being construeted
now?

Hon. .JJ. J. HOLMES: Several railways
have been anthorised this session and now a
railway to run for a distance of about 100
miles, at a cost of anything from £250,000
to £300,000, is placed lefore us and Mr.
Glasheen hopes it wili be proceeded with
forthwith.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: What is the good
of passing the Bill if {he line is not to be
constructed speedily?

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: That is what I say.
I do not know what raillway construetion
costs under the day-labour system; it may
be £4,000 or £5,000 a mile. On the Loan
Estimates there is provision for several rail-
ways, including £10,000 to build this
line. Surely this i3 barlesquing the situa
tion. There is no hope of building the rail-
way for many years fo eome. By continuing
to pass such Bills we mislead people and at
the end of the session we are asked to rush
legislation threugh without an opportunity
to give it proper cousideration. I protest
against this class of lewislation altogether.

HON. H. STEWART (South-East)
[10.22] : I do not know just what class of ex-
penditure of loan moneys would meet with
the approval of Mr. Holmes !

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I want them to build
other authorised railways first.

Hon. H. STEWART: Railways are built
in the order in which they are anthorised.

Member: Is that so?

{COUNCTL..]

Hon. H. STEW ART: They ave supposed
to be built in that order, although there have
been ¢ne or two exceptions, ¥t is rather un-
fortunate that the railway referred to by
Mr. Holmes was not gone on with at an earl-
ier date. At present it is under construction
from the Denmark end. When we realise
that there is provision on the Loan Esti-
mates for the expenditure of £200,000 on the
East Perth power house, how on eurth can
that expenditure of loan funds in the city be
met unless we make provision for developing
the rural areas? Mr. Holmes fully realises
that the people canuot settle in the outer
parts of the State, where the land is
snitable for mized farming, and to econduct
their operations on a profitable basis, unless
they are provided with proper railway faeili-
ties:

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You will never pro-
vide that with the expenditure of odd
amounts of £10,000.

Hon. H. STEWART: It is well known
that in the first instanee a certain amount
of money has to be provided in order that
preliminary work may be carried ouf in con-
nection with various railway proposals.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: To provide for gen-
eral elections!

Hon, H. STEWART: The line under dis-
cussion has been promised for many years.
Old-established settlers in hoth the Manji-
mup and Mount Barker areas are not given
to speaking wildly; they speak with a sense
of responsibility. Men like a relative of Mr.
Rose, who has land in that part of the State,
say that the country is suitable for seitle-
ment and that this railway should have been
constructed many years ago. As the Ad-
visorv Board has recommended the con-
struction of the line, the {overnment
have introduced the Bill to authorise the
construction of the line to enable the coun-
try to be properly settled. I support the
second reading of the Bill,

HON. E. ROSE (South-West) {10.25]: T
am not sorprised at the remarks of Mr.
Holmes regarding railway Bills. The one
before us should have been introduced long
before now. We have this experience re-
peatedly, and important Bills have heen in-
troduced in the last day or two of the ses-
sion. I agree with the remarks of M.
Holmes, for sneh a praetice should not be in-
dulged in. No one who knows the Manjimup
and Mounnt Barker areas wonld oppose the
line heing constrmcted.
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Hono. E. H. Harris: Should it be con-
structed from the Mount Barker or the Man-
jimup end?

Hou, E. ROSE: The line should be started
from both ends. Both the Mount Barker and
the Bridgetown districts represent some of
our best fruit-growing country, and the line
pnder diseussion will also open np some of
the finest orchard country in the State. Hon.
members are aware of the quaniity and qual-
ity of the fruit exported from Bridgetown
and Mount Barker. As a result of the eon-
struetion of the line nnder discussion, settle-
ment will be increased in that part of the
State far beyond what the Minister sug-
gested. Over a million acres have been re-
ported upon by the Advisory Board as repre-
senting good sagricultural land. T believe
that from 30 to 40 acres of that lond will be
sufficient to enable a man to make & good
living. We are able to see what ean be done
on small areas in the Bridgetown and Mount
Barker distriets, and that bears out my state-
ment. The land to be tapped by the line is
not only good fruit-growing country, but is
eminently suitable for all kinds of mixed
farming. We know what has been done by
means of artificial grasses, subterranean
clover, and fertilisers. The results in the
South-West have exceeded the anticipations
of Sir James Mitchell. He always held =z
high opinion of this belt of country and pro-
phesied that it would be a large dairying
distriet in years to come. After having
traversed fhe land a few months ago, he told
me that the development was beyond all he
had expected to see. Anyone travelling
through those distriets and attending agri-
enltural shows must agree with what has
been stated to-pight. This part of the State
is capable of carrying a very large popula-
tion. The dairying industry, which was the
salvation of Vietoria, will do the same for
Western Australia, T hope to see the time
when a large area in the South-West
will be so developed that all importution of
dairy produee will cease, factories will
spring up in different parts of that portion
of the State, turning out not only sufficient
to meet the requirements of Western Aus-
tralia but for export purposes as well. We
are exporting a tremendous lot of fruit and
we shall later on export dairy produee as
well. T do not think there will be any op-
position to the construction of this railway.
The opposition that has been raizsed has been
on the ground that this and so many other
Bills have been iniroduced at such a late
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bour of ihe session. T support the second

reading.

HON. J. EWING (South-West) {10.31]:
I wm gratitied at the introduction of a seecond
Bill to provide a railway in the South-West,
and I grently appreciate the action of the
Government in having trought the mesas-
ure down, It is a recognition of the immense
value of the lard in that portion of the
State. The Sonth-West produces apples, be-
sides all sorts of other produce, and I hope
the dny is not far off when it will export
as many apples as Tasmania does. 1 un-
derstand that certain areas of the land to
be served is eapable of growing any of the
products that can be raised elsewhere in the
South-West. Mr. Holmes was quite right
in what he said. We are authorising a tre-
mendous lot of railways, and it was natural
that he should ask when they were likely io
he built. The best policy for the State to
adopt is to borrow as much money as pos-
sible. Doubtless some members will disagree
with that view but, if we open up the South-
West aveas, we shall have in that part of the
State in the next 10 years a population off
50,000 or 60,000 people.

Hon. E. H. Harris: In how many years?

Hon. J. EWING: I should say in the
next 10 vears. Only by econstructing rail-
ways to develop the counfry quickly ean we
hope to veach the goal of making this State
second to none in the Commonwealth. T
appreciate the action of the Government in
taking this step to open up that territory.
I am sure the railway will pay and there is
no doubt that the people who settle there will
have the advantage of an excellent climate,
good tainfall and assured prospeects. If 1
per cent. money can be made available for
building railways there should be nothing
to prevent the Government from going ahead,
and thereby conferring an immense benefit
on the State.

THE HONORARY MINISTER {Hon. J.
W. Hickey—Central—in reply) {10.33]:
Myr. Glasheen sounded rather a jarring note
by inferring that the introduction of this
measure represented only a plous resolution
and that the Government, having got the
measure passed, would mark time.

Hon. J. Ewing: T hope you do not intend
to do that.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I assure
the hon. member that it is quite an easy
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matter o talk about constructing railways,
hat it i= quite anather matter to build them.

Hon. W, T. Glasheen: When you get the
Bills passed vou ought to construct them.

The HONORARY MIXNISTER: It is in
the mind of the Government to construet
thein. The policy of the Government is one
of agricultural development, and there i3
oy one way suveessfully o advanee it and
that is by building railways to serve the sei-
tlers, Mr, (lasheen should have in mind
that this State started its career with very
little in the way of agriculture. Then it
developed its goldfields and that made pos-
sible the development of the agrieultural in-
dustry.

Hon, W. T. Glasheen: Who is questioning
that?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I am
bearing in mind the remarks of the hon.
member and the fact that he has had hoth
mining and agrieultural experience.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: You are getting
mixed.

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1 have
no doubt what the hon. member said. He
inferred that the passing of the Rill wonld
be merely a pions resolution. Nothing of
the sort. The Government will build the
railwuys that have heen authorised, given
sufficient time and money.

Hon. J. Cornell: That iz a good qualifiea-
tion of your statement,

The HONORARY MINISTER: Let me
ascure the hon. member that the Government
are serious.

Hon. W. T. Glashern: That is ali we want
tv know.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Then the
lem. member shonld be satisfied. The gold-
fields have done mueh for the State and now
we are looking to the agrieultural industry
for future development. Mr. Holmes may
he described as a Job’s eomforter or a donbt-
ing Thomas. T expeeted him to adopt the
attitude he has adopted on other oceasions
hv snggesting that too much money was be-
ing spent in the Sonth to the negleet of the
North, If he had objected to the building
of railways in the South, only 25 miles apart
—so that the settlers would not have to cart
their produce more than 1214 miles—I might
have agreed with him that perhaps a litile
more mielt be done for the North. The
Governmenl are prepared to build railways
wherever required, provided they can find
the money. They intend to spend as much
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cheap money as they can obtain for the
building of railways.

Ton. J. Cornell: That is good propa-
randa.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Ohjee-
{iun has heen raised to railway Bills being
introduced at a late hour. The hour eanvot
he regarded as late when the railways are
designed for agrieultural development. [
cannot understand that objection.

Hon. E. H, Harris: Members are omly
doubling the sineerity about building it.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I cannot
regard the objections raised as scrious.

Ouestion put and passed.
Bill vead a second time.

In Committee, etc.

without
amendment, and

Bill passed through Committee
debate, reported without
lhe report adopted.

Read o third time and passed.

BILL—ALBANY HARBOUR BOABRD.
Assembly’s Amendments.

Messnge from the Assembly received and
read notifying tbat it had agreed to the
Bill, subjcet to five amendments, now con-
sidered.

In Committee.
Hen. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Reeretary in charge of the Biil.
Na. 1, Clav=e 4, Appointment of members.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: T move—
That the amendwent be agreed to.

1t will be remembered that Mr. Burvill was
responsible for amending this clause when
the Bill was hefore this House. The As~
sembly restored the elanse to ity original
form.,

Hon. A. BURVILL: 1 am given to under-
stand that the Clovermment will drop the Bill
if T insisi on the amendment I was respon-
sible for.  That amendment provided that
there should be direct representation for the
producers. I find that the reason of the
Government for uof accepting the amend-
ment T proposeq is thut they object to sec-
tional representation on harbour boards.
Another alleged reason is thaf this is the
first time in the history of the State that
legislation has heen bronght forward to pro-
stressed that this was net political repre-
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sentation on a board of this kind. When the
amendment was moved in this Honse it was
stressed that this was not a politieal repre-
sentation. [ insisted on the amendment be-
cause similar amendments had been made in
other Bills. The Timber Bill is an instance,
and there is also a similar provision in the
Mines Regulation Act. Fver sinee the prim-
ary producers bave been represented by a
political body in Parlirment it has been their
alm to have the same representation as other
hodies, especially the workers, on these
boards. I have been told that the amendment
I was responsible for was totally unneces-
sary, mischievons in spirit, and that it would
create & diseordant note. When there was a
vacancy op the Framwuntle Harhour Trust,
caused by the death of Mr. Basil Murray,
there were then on the board an industrial
workers' representative and two representa-
tives of the shippinz interests. The indus-
trial workers wanted another representative
and they got him, [€ this is not seetional
representation, T do nol I'now what is. The
Statistical Abstract confains figures of the
State’s exports and these support our request
for representation for the primary producers.
* In 1925-26 the valne of the more important
products exported came to over fourteen
millions sferlinz, the vrineipal items being
wool 314 millions, timber 1% millions, wheat
435 millions, flonr over 13 millions and fruit
over £250,000. No less than 90 per cent. of
the revenne of the Stale came from primary
production. I do not intend to insist on the
amendment that T had inserted; the matter
will have to remain in abeyance until a Gov-
ernment get= into power that will give repre-
ventation to the growers, directly and not by
proxy.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: If Mr. Burvill runs
away from his amend:aent, I hope the House
will not. Mr. Burvill chould not be influ-
enced by any outside hody. There is see-
tiongl representition on the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust, and there is scctioral representa-
tion on the Licensing Board. Now we are
told by another place, the very people who
created seefional representation, that this is
a vicious practice.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I hope Mr.
Burvill will not take Mr. Holmeg’s advice,

Hon. A. Burvill: [ do not intend to.

The CHIEF SECERETARY: There is not
sectional representation on any harbour
board in the State. When a Labour Govern-
ment has been in office it has selected a mem-
ber of the Labour Party, and why not? Bat
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is it a disqualification that a mmember of a
board shounld he a member of the Labour
Party? I have gone through the files and
I cannot find thal in any case a person was
appointed to i position en a board simply
because he was attached to any organisation,
primary producers or otherwise, Mr. Basil
Murray wus appoinied to the Fremantle
Harbour Trust because of his business
ability. He was appointed by the Scaddan
Government.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Did a business man
suceeed him? :

The CHIEIF SECRETARY: He was
succeeded by a man who will serve the best
interests of the State.

Hon. H. STEWART: ‘The regrettable
position is that a section of the community
get represcntation when they are politically
strong enough to demund it. It is also a
tnatter of regret that we must do without
representation until we ean compel a Govern-
ment to give it to vs. Albany is an im-
portant port from which the produce of that
part of the State shomld be exported. The
people there have waited for many years to
get a harbour boeard. 'While the present
Government have done something by way of
introducing the Bill, 1 claim that the pro-
ducers are entitled to sectional representa-
tion in the interests of the community. We
recognise, however, that onr first obligation
is to Albany and we cannot imperil the pro-
posal for the establiskment of a harbeur
oard. It is regrettable that the Government
should have broadeasted the statement that
if the amendment be jnsisted upon, the Bill
will not be proceeded with.

Hon. G. W. MILES: I am surprised at
the remarks of the Ciief Secretary. When
the Collier Government was elected I said
that they were & Western Australian Gov-
ernment. T considered that onee eclected
they would put party considerations aside
and act on behalf of the whole of the
people.

Hon. E. H. Gray: So they are.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Now we find the
Governmeni are 2 purely party political ma-
chine. The T.eader of the House said it was
their duty to nominate their members to
positions on trosts.

The Chief Seeretary: No.

Hon. (. W. MILES: That is what the
Minister’s statement amounted to. He said
that his party had net been represented on
the boards until the Government seeured
power and <clected their representatives.
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They do not tuke into eonsideration ability,
but only their politieal views. It is merely
spoils to the victora.

Hon, W. H. Kitson: Nothing of the kind.

Hon. G. W. MILES: That is what the
Minister inferred. He told us that they had
had no representative on the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust until the Government came into
power, That statement was not correet be-
cause Mr. Taylor was on the trust as the re-
presentative of the workers. On the death
of Mr. Murray who, the Chief Secretary
stated, had been elected as a business man,
the Government did not replace him with
another business man but with an additional
Labour supporter. The same thing happened
at Bunbory, It is the duty of the Committee
to insist upon the amendment and to give the
producers repreventation on the Albany
board.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: What I said
was that for many years membership of the
Labour Party had been regarded as & dis-
qualifieation for appointment on harbour
boards and so forth.

Hon, G. W. Miles:
pointed years ago.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I added that
when the Labour Party were elected to
power it was not regarded as a disqualifiea-

Mr. Taylor was ap-

tion. That was the essence of my remarks.
Hon. G. W, Miles: Then I misunderstood
you.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: When such
questions arise we desire to administer the
trust in the interests of the State and con-
sequently representation should not be pro-
vided for by statutorvy authority.

Hon. A. Lovekin: It is provided for in
the Metropolitan Market Bill.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is a
different matter and the primary producers
are entitled to representation on the market
trust. Should a member of the Primary Pro-
ducers Association have the requisite ability,
that fact will be recognised and membership
of that organisation will not be regarded hy
the Government as a bar against appoint-
ment to a seat om the Albany Harbour
Board.

Hon, H. Stewart: Why should industrial
and eommereial representation be granted?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T have a
long list of different bodies that desire re-
presentation on the board. The Government
wish to be fair in these matters and to ap-
point a hoard that will administer the af-
fairs of the harbour in a satisfaetory way.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. H. Stewart: When you hase the
political strength, you demand representa-
tion and get it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: For a long
period a memher of the Labour Party was
not aceceptable for such positions no matter
what his ability might have been. That is
not the view that the present Government
take in these matters.

Hon. J. J, Holmes:
Chief Secretary.

Hon. E. H. Gray: There are none so blind
as those who will not see.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: While the Chief
Seeretary says that other bodies desire re-
presentation on the board, he eannot see
past his own party.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Quite vight, too.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: 1What will happen
at Albany, if they do not grani representa-
tion other than Labour on the boargd, is ob-
vions. To use an expression of the Premier,
Albany has been “whining for ycars” becanse
her trade has been taken away. The bulk of
Albany’s trade relates now to bunkering se-
tivities and that is dene by pieece work, not
by day labour. If Labour representation eon-
trols the Albany Harbour Board, it will be
good-bye to piece work and with it that part
of the trade in the port. They say that a
section of the community never sleeps and
that one section is represented by Labour, It
never sleeps and never loses the point. Plece
work has been a thorn in the side of Lahour
for years past, and with Labour in eontrol T
ean see piece work being discarded and the
bonkering trade of Albany drifting to Fre-
mantle, where the lumpers will work per
hour, not per day.

Hon. A. BURVILL: T want to dissbuse
the minds of the Minister and of the Commit-
tee that we want political representation.
When I moved that amendment I stressed
that what we wanted was that the primary
producers should have representation. Even
if the Glovernment decided to appoint a
primary producer with Labonr leanings we
would be content, so long as he really did
represent the primary producers. Al we
wani is that the primary producers should
have representation on the board.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: About three
months ago a board of classifiers connected
with the Education Department had to be
appointed. Tt was a reform to give the
teachers an independent elassification board.
One member of the board was to be ap-
pointed by the Director of Eduecation, a

I could not follow the



(14 Deceaser, 1926.]

second by the teachers, and a third by the
Minister. I selected a man whom I con-
sidered to be the best fitted to fill the posi-
tion. He was not a member of the Labour
Party. He was Mr. Davy, a member of the
Legislative Assembly. I was desirous of hav-
ing a representative who wounld do justice to
the position.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It is an honorary posi-
tion ¥

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, there are
fees attached, but Mr. Davy, being a mem-
ber of Parliament, could not receive the fees.
However, I appointed Mr. Davy, and T am
proud of my selection.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: All things be-
ing considered, Mr. Burvill is wise in not
insisting upon his amendment. In the light
of the remarks by the Minister, T believe that
even if the amendment be not insisted upon,
the primary preducers will not be without re-
presentation on the board. I realise that the
Minister 15 mindful of the fact that 80 per
cent, of the produets that will go through
Albany harbour will be primary produets,
and I am confident that those who will have
the making of the appointments to the board

will bear that faet in mind. There is
just this difficulty: if the amendment
were insisted wpon it would not be

casy to set up a franchise for the prim-
ary produeers that would be agreeable to all.
So many phases of primary production are
dislocated thaot the primary producers ean-
not be said to have any united voiee, and
it would be difficult to get a generally sup-
ported nomination from the primary pro-
ducers. 1 hope our non-insistence upon
the amendment will not mean that we are not
to get a representative of the primary pro-
ducers on the boeard.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES : When Mr. Glasheen
has been here long as I havd been he will
not be so easily pleased. Last week he and
his co-members told us it was an easy matter
to get representation for their organisation
on the Metropolitan Market Board.

Hon. H. Stewart: No. Tt was the Perth
City Council told you that.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Mr. Glasheen said it
was a simple matter to get that representa-
tion. The Minister has told ns he selected
Mr. Davy for the teachars’ classification
board. However, when it comes to a selee-
tion for the Albany Harbour Board the
Minister whom we trust to make the appoint-
ment will be overruled ty some organisa-
tion whose idea of right is power, The
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Minister has nol told us why Mr. Skewes
was appointed fo the Bunbury Harbour
Board. Was he a Nationalist? Was he &
Country Party man, or was he seleeted for
his ability?

The Chief Secretary: He was seclected as
the Mayor of Bunbury.

Hon. J. J. HOLALLES : Was he a member
of the party?

The Chief Seeretary: I do not think so.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: My information 18
that he was.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I regret the
Committee has thought it necessary to make
any reservation as to who shall be repre-
sented on the Albany Harbour Board. Hav-
ing in mind the latest appointment to the
Fremantle Harbour Trust, I have the im-
pression that it is imperative we should be-
gin to stipulate as to what representation
shall be given on these boards. As a rule
we leave it to those in authority to make
the appointment, frusting to their good in-
tentions. An enormons volume of the frade
throngh Fremantle harbour is the direct
production of those on the land, whether it
be wool, wheat, sandalwood or other pro-
duets. I know the difficulty we have had
when boats have come inte Fremantle laden
with material required for our farmers in-
land, and the difficulty we bhave had in get-
ting berthing accommodation when we
wanted to compete against certain interests.
It was only after years of agitation that
representation on the Fremantle Harbour
Trust was given to us. When we have no
direet representation there is mueh more
wasting of our wheat on the Fremantle
wharf. When a bag of wheat weighs, per-
haps, only 3 lIbs. over the preseribed 200
Ibs., the men on the wharf think nothing of
putting a knife into the bag and wasting the
ereater part of the wheat.

Hon. E. H. Gray: That is not so. That
has never yet been done on the wharf.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: It has heen done
at the sidings.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: More than 200
1bs. in a bag of wheat i3 not allowed.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY : He says nothing
about the bags of wheat that weigh nothing
like 180 tbs.

The CHATRMAN: 1 point out to the hon.
member that the discussion is drifting.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: It has every-
thing to do with the question of representa-
tion on the harbour board.
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The CHAIRMAN : Then 1 hope the hon.
member will connect his remarks with the
amendment.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY : Unless the pro-
ducers have direet representation on such
a board, what chance have they? Friends
of mine, who have visited the port, have seen
the wheat pouring into the sea, and they
are concerned to have someone to look after
their interests. Wheat should inerease in
weight during the v¢yage owing to its ab-
sorption of moisture, but many vessels do
not show the results thal might rensonably
be expected.

Hon. W. H. Kitsou: Do you suggest that
representation on  the board would alter
that?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Let me remind
members of the frightful losses of grain
consequent upon bags of it heing removed
from the Fremantle wharf.

Hon, E. H. Gray: What do you mean by
removed ?

Hon. V. HAMERSBLEY: The growers
desire representalion so that their interesls
may be safegnarded. If they do not have
a representative, they feel that they are not
getting the fair deal to which they are en-
titled. We have failed to get a represenia-
tive at Fremantle and so we are trying to
get one at Albany. T regret that another
place has not agreed to the provision, but
I hope that when the Government are mak-
ing the appointments, they will give repre-
sentation to the men in the country who
provide the wherewithal to keep our har-
hours going. ’

Question put, and a division taken with the
following result:— :

Ayves . - .. I |
Noes

-1 12

Majority for ..

ol

AYES.

Hon. J. W. Hickey

Hon. W. H, Kitson

Hon, W. J, Mann

Hop. H. Seddon

Hon. H. Stewart

Hon. J. Ewing
(Teller.)

Hop. J. R. Brown
Hon. A. Burvill
Hoo, J. M, Drew
Hon. E. H. Gray
Hon. W. T. Glasheen
Hon. B. H. Harris

NOES.

Hon. 4. Potter

Hon. H. A. Stephenson

Houn. J. J. Holmes
(Teller.;

the Assembly’s

Hon. V. Hamertley
Hon. G. A. Kempton
Hon. A. Lavekin
Hon. G. W, Miles

Question thus passed:
amendment agreed to.

[COUNCIL.}

No. 2. lusert a new clause to stand as
Clause 10 as follows: '‘Each member, other
than the chairman, may receive a preseribed
fee for every ordinary meeting of the board
at which he attends.”

The CHAIRAAN: 1 point out that this
and sveeceding amendments appeared in the
original Rill in italies.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Quostion put and passed: the Assembly’s
amendment agreed {o.

No. 3. Imserl a new clause to stand as
Clause 11 as illows: “The ehairman shall
receive a preseriled fee for every ordinary
meeling of the hoxrd al whieh he atfends”

No. 4. Inseri a new clause to stand as
Clause 12 as follows: “The fees payable to
the chairman shall nol in any one year ex-
cecd £100 and those pavable to any member
other than the ehairman =hall not in any one
vear exceed £51L"

No. 5. Insert a new clanse 1o stand as
Clanse 54 as tollows: *All dnes, charges,
rents and other wonevs levied and eollected
hy the board— {1} Shall Le collected and re-
coived by them or thelr authorised officers
for the use of His Majesty and paid into the
Treasury ov a bank (o be approved by the
Ministor to the c¢redit of an aceount to he
called the Albany Harbowr Board aecount;
and (2) Shall, in eael. vear, be chargeahle
with the fees payable to the members of the
hoard, with all fees, salaries, and wages paid
by the beard, apd wiili all expenditure law-
fully incurred hy the bosrd in exereise of
their powers under this Aet. (3} The bal-
anee shall be carried to the Consolidated
Revenue fund, sabjeet 10 sueh regulations as
may be wade by the Governor for the pay-
ment of intofhat on sapilal, the provisien of
a sinking fund, and of & fund for the re-
placement of Jopreciatine property.

On motions by the Chief Secretary, the
foregoing pwendments were agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

BILL—ADOPTION OF CHILDREN ACT
AMENDMENT.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

House adjourned at 11.32 p.m.



